Who is Jesus? (No. 1)
Week of Nov. 28, 2010
Open
* 1. What common questions do you think people have about God?

2. How do non-Christians view Jesus?

* 3. How would you describe God to a person who has never been to church?

4. In what ways are words different from visual images?

* 5. What did you learn about Jesus on Sunday?

Dig in 
Read John 1:1-12

* 6. What is this passage talking about?

* 7. What are some of the words John (the writer) uses to describe Christ?

* 8. Why do you think John used those terms to describe Jesus?

9. Why did the Word become flesh and live among us? 

* 10. What did people know about God before Jesus came?

* 11. What is the relationship between the Word and God?  What difference does that make?

12. How did the light give light to every person?

13. Why didn’t the world recognize the light? 

* 14. What difference does it make that Jesus is God in human flesh?

Apply
* 15. What does Jesus’ life tell you about God?

* 16. How are Jesus’ words and life unique?

* 17. How should the reality that God became a man affect your life today? 

Background

Definitions of ‘Incarnation’ from Bible dictionaries:
Incarnation

That act of grace whereby Christ took our human nature into union with his Divine Person, became man. Christ is both God and man. Human attributes and actions are predicated of him, and he of whom they are predicated is God. A Divine Person was united to a human nature (Acts 20:28; Rom 8:32; 1Co 2:8; Heb 2:11-14; 1Ti 3:16; Gal 4:4). The union is hypostatical, i.e., is personal; the two natures are not mixed or confounded, and it is perpetual.

— Easton's Illustrated Dictionary

INCARNATION (Lat. in and caro, “flesh”). The act of assuming flesh; in theology, the gracious voluntary act of the Son of God in assuming a human body and human nature.

The Christian Doctrine. The doctrine of the incarnation, briefly stated, is that the Lord Jesus Christ is one person with two natures indissolubly united, the one nature being that of the eternal Son of God, the other that of man, in all respects human, “yet without sin.” It includes the miraculous conception and birth of Christ. The incarnation is absolutely without parallel in history. The fabled incarnations of pagan religions are at most only indications of the vague longing of humanity for union with the divine and are thus in some sense imaginative anticipations of the Christian reality. The incarnation is also to be distinguished from theophanies, or those appearances of a divine person in human form (often bearing the title “the angel of the Lord,” “angel of God”), of which the OT gives instances (see Genesis 16:7; Genesis 21:17; Exodus 3:2; Exodus 14:19; Judges 6:11-22; etc.). These are to be regarded as preintimations or occasional prophetic manifestations of that which was to be permanently realized in Christ.

— New Unger's Bible Dictionary

From Life Application Bible Notes:
1:1ff What does John mean by the Word? The Word was a term used by theologians and philosophers, both Jews and Greeks, in many different ways. In Hebrew Scripture, the Word was an agent of creation (Psalm 33:6), the source of God's message to his people through the prophets (Hosea 1:2), and God's law, his standard of holiness (Psalm 119:11). In Greek philosophy, the Word was the principle of reason that governed the world, or the thought still in the mind, while in Hebrew thought, the Word was another expression for God. John's description shows clearly that he is speaking of Jesus (see especially John 1:14) — a human being he knew and loved, but at the same time the Creator of the universe, the ultimate revelation of God, the living picture of God's holiness, the One in whom "all things hold together" (Colossians 1:17). To Jewish readers, "the Word was God" was blasphemous. To Greek readers, "the Word became flesh" (John 1:14) was unthinkable. To John, this new understanding of the Word was gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

Notes for 1:3

When God created, he made something from nothing. Because we are created beings, we have no basis for pride. Remember that you exist only because God made you, and you have special gifts only because God gave them to you. With God you are something valuable and unique; apart from God you are nothing, and if you try to live without him, you will be abandoning the purpose for which you were made. 

 

1:3-5 Do you ever feel that your life is too complex for God to understand? Remember, God created the entire universe, and nothing is too difficult for him. God created you; he is alive today, and his love is bigger than any problem you may face. 

 

Notes for 1:4,5

"The darkness has not understood it" means the darkness of evil never has and never will overcome or extinguish God's light. Jesus Christ is the Creator of life, and his life brings light to mankind. In his light, we see ourselves as we really are (sinners in need of a Savior). When we follow Jesus, the true Light, we can avoid walking blindly and falling into sin. He lights the path ahead of us so we can see how to live. He removes the darkness of sin from our lives. Have you allowed the light of Christ to shine into your life? Let Christ guide your life, and you'll never need to stumble in darkness. 

 

Notes for 1:6-8

In this book, the name John refers to John the Baptist. For more information on John the Baptist, see his Profile in this chapter. 

 

Notes for 1:8

We, like John the Baptist, are not the source of God's light; we merely reflect that light. Jesus Christ is the true Light; he helps us see our way to God and shows us how to walk along that way. But Christ has chosen to reflect his light through his followers to an unbelieving world, perhaps because unbelievers are not able to bear the full blazing glory of his light firsthand. The word witness indicates our role as reflectors of Christ's light. We are never to present ourselves as the light to others, but are always to point them to Christ, the Light. 

 

Notes for 1:10,11

Although Christ created the world, the people he created didn't recognize him (John 1:10). Even the people chosen by God to prepare the rest of the world for the Messiah rejected him (John 1:11), although the entire Old Testament pointed to his coming. 

 

Notes for 1:12,13

All who welcome Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives are reborn spiritually, receiving new life from God. Through faith in Christ, this new birth changes us from the inside out — rearranging our attitudes, desires, and motives. Being born makes you physically alive and places you in your parents' family (John 1:13). Being born of God makes you spiritually alive and puts you in God's family (John 1:12). Have you asked Christ to make you a new person? This fresh start in life is available to all who believe in Christ. 

 

Notes for 1:14

"The Word became flesh" means becoming human. By doing so, Christ became (1) the perfect teacher — in Jesus' life we see how God thinks and therefore how we should think (Philippians 2:5-11); (2) the perfect example — as a model of what we are to become, he shows us how to live and gives us the power to live that way (1Peter 2:21); (3) the perfect sacrifice — Jesus came as a sacrifice for all sins, and his death satisfied God's requirements for the removal of sin (Colossians 1:15-23). 

 

1:14 "The One and Only, who came from the Father" means Jesus is God's only and unique Son. The emphasis is on unique. Jesus is one of a kind and enjoys a relationship with God unlike all believers who are called "children" and said to be "born of God." 

 

1:14 When Christ was born, God became a man. He was not part man and part God; he was completely human and completely divine (Colossians 2:9). Before Christ came, people could know God partially. After Christ came, people could know God fully because he became visible and tangible in Christ. Christ is the perfect expression of God in human form. The two most common errors people make about Jesus are to minimize his humanity or to minimize his divinity. Jesus is both God and man. 

From Bible Background Commentary:
The Word Becomes Flesh
The Greek term translated “word” was also used by many philosophers to mean “reason,” the force which structured the universe; Philo combined this image with Jewish conceptions of the “word.” The Old Testament had personified Wisdom (Proverbs 8), and ancient Judaism eventually identified personified Wisdom, the Word and the Law (the Torah).

By calling Jesus “the Word,” John calls him the embodiment of all God’s revelation in the Scriptures and thus declares that only those who accept Jesus honor the law fully (John 1:17). Jewish people considered Wisdom/Word divine yet distinct from God the Father, so it was the closest available term John had to describe Jesus.

1:1-2. Beginning like Genesis 1:1, John alludes to the Old Testament and Jewish picture of God creating through his preexistent wisdom or word. According to standard Jewish doctrine in his day, this wisdom existed before the rest of creation but was itself created. By declaring that the Word “was” in the beginning and especially by calling the Word “God” (John 1:1; also the most likely reading of John 1:18), John goes beyond the common Jewish conception to imply that Jesus is not created (cf. Isaiah 43:10-11).

1:3. Developing Old Testament ideas (e.g., Psalm 33:6; Proverbs 8:30), Jewish teachers emphasized that God had created all things through his Wisdom/Word/Law and sustained them because the righteous practiced the law. (Some even pointed out that Genesis 1 declared “And God said” ten times when he was creating, and this meant that God created all things with his Ten Commandments.) Ancient Jewish teachers would have agreed with John 1:3.

1:4. Developing Old Testament promises of long life in the land if Israel obeyed God (e.g., Exodus 20:12; Deut. 5:16; Deut. 8:1; Deut. 11:9), Jewish teachers emphasized that the reward for obeying God’s word was eternal life. John declares that this life had always been available through God’s word, which is the same word that he identifies with Jesus. Jewish teachers called many things “light” (e.g., the righteous, the patriarchs, Israel, God), but this term was most commonly applied to God’s law (a figure also in the Old Testament, e.g., Psalm 119:105).

1:5. That darkness did not “apprehend” the light may be a play on words (it could mean “understand” [NIV] or “overcome” [NRSV]). Similarly, in the Dead Sea Scrolls, the forces of light and darkness were engaged in mortal combat, but light was predestined to triumph.

1:6-8. “Witness” was especially a legal concept in the Greco-Roman world and in Jewish circles. Isaiah used it in relation to the end time, when the people God delivered would testify to the nations about him before his tribunal (Isaiah 43:10; Isaiah 44:8). This image recurs throughout this Gospel. On John the Baptist himself, see John 1:15.

1:9-10. Jewish tradition declared that God had offered the law to all seventy nations at Mount Sinai but lamented that they had all chosen to reject his word; only Israel had accepted it. In the same way, the world of John’s day has failed to recognize God’s Word among them.

1:11. Here John breaks with the image in Jewish tradition, according to which Israel alone of all nations had received the law. Jewish people expected that the faithful of Israel would likewise accept the revelation when God gave forth the law again in the end time (Isaiah 2:3; Jeremiah 31:31-34). (In most Jewish tradition, the law would, if changed at all, be more stringent in the world to come.)

1:12-13. The emphasis is thus not on ethnic descent (John 1:11) but on spiritual rebirth; see comment on John 3:3 and John 3:5 for details on how ancient Judaism would hear the language of rebirth.

1:14. Neither Greek philosophers nor Jewish teachers could conceive of the Word becoming flesh. Since the time of Plato, Greek philosophers had emphasized that the ideal was what was invisible and eternal; most Jews so heavily emphasized that a human being could not become a god that they never considered that God might become human.

When God revealed his glory to Moses in Exodus 33-34, his glory was “abounding in covenant love and covenant faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6), which could also be translated “full of grace and truth.” Like Moses of old (see 2 Cor. 3:6-18), the disciples saw God’s glory, now revealed in Jesus. As the Gospel unfolds, Jesus’ glory is revealed in his signs (e.g., John 2:11) but especially in the cross, his ultimate act of love (John 12:23-33). The Jewish people were expecting God to reveal his glory in something like a cosmic spectacle of fireworks; but for the first coming, Jesus reveals the same side of God’s character that was emphasized to Moses: his covenant love.

“Dwelt” (KJV, NASB) here is literally “tabernacled,” which means that as God tabernacled with his people in the wilderness, so had the Word tabernacled among his people in Jesus.

