Who do you think you are No. 1
Week of June 12, 2011
Open
1. How would you describe what an ambassador is?
2. Have you ever been a representative for a group or organization? How did you handle that?

3. What stood out for you from Sunday’s message?

 Dig in 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
4. What is true of every person in Christ? What does that mean?

5. What does God do with our sins when we are reconciled to Him?

6. What types of ministry does God appoint us to do? What do you think you have been appointed to do?

7. How did God make his reconciliation with you?

8. What does being “in Christ” mean?

Read John 15:16-19; Acts 9:15; John 6:38; 1 Peter 2:9-10; 2 Corinthians 10:8

9. What qualities are there for being Christ’s ambassador?

10. How should knowing that you’re chosen by God to be his ambassador influence your actions and the way you see yourself?

11. What does it mean to carry the authority of heaven?

 Apply
12. What should you do to be a better representative of Christ?
13. How can you find what ministry God is calling you to carry out?

14. What’s the main point from this session?

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Notes for 5:17

Christians are brand-new people on the inside. The Holy Spirit gives them new life, and they are not the same anymore. We are not reformed, rehabilitated, or reeducated—we are re-created (new creations), living in vital union with Christ (Colossians 2:6,7). At conversion we are not merely turning over a new leaf; we are beginning a new life under a new Master. 

 

Notes for 5:18,19

God brings us back to himself (reconciles us) by blotting out our sins (see also Ephesians 2:13-18) and making us righteous. We are no longer God's enemies, or strangers or foreigners to him, when we trust in Christ. Because we have been reconciled to God, we have the privilege of encouraging others to do the same, and thus we are those who have the "ministry of reconciliation.'' 

 

Notes for 5:20

An ambassador is an official representative on behalf of one country to another. As believers, we are Christ's ambassadors, sent with his message of reconciliation to the world. An ambassador of reconciliation has an important responsibility. We dare not take this responsibility lightly. How well are you fulfilling your commission as Christ's ambassador? 

 

Notes for 5:21

When we trust in Christ, we make an exchange—our sin for his righteousness. Our sin was poured into Christ at his crucifixion. His righteousness is poured into us at our conversion. This is what Christians mean by Christ's atonement for sin. In the world, bartering works only when two people exchange goods of relatively equal value. But God offers to trade his righteousness for our sin—something of immeasurable worth for something completely worthless. How grateful we should be for his kindness to us. 

From the Bible Knowledge Commentary:
5:17. No one was more able to reflect on that transformation than Paul who switched from a persecutor of Christ to a proclaimer of Christ (Acts 9:5, 20-22). He was in Christ (a phrase Paul used repeatedly in his epistles to speak of a believer’s spiritual relationship to Christ) because he believed the message of the gospel and was identified by faith with Christ (2 Cor. 5:14-15; cf. Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 2:20; 6:14). To be in Christ is to be a new creation (cf. Gal. 6:15). This new creation is brought about by the Holy Spirit, the Agent of regeneration (Titus 3:5) and the Giver of divine birth (John 3:3, 6-8). God’s new creative work, begun in each one who believes in Christ, will one day be consummated on a universal scale (Rev. 21:4-5). The old life of slavery to self and sin has gone (2 Cor. 5:16; cf. Rom. 6:6-14; Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9). The new life of devotion to Christ means that one has new attitudes and actions (cf. 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Rom. 6:4; Eph. 4:23-5:2).

5:18-19. Like the first Creation (of the universe), the new creation is initiated by God: All this is from God (cf. 4:6; 1 John 4:10). Also, like the first Creation, the new creation becomes a reality through the work of Christ (cf. Col. 1:16). Christ’s death on the cross makes possible human reconciliation to God (Rom. 5:10-11). Reconciliation involves removing rebellious and sinful man’s enmity toward God (Rom. 5:10). This is one of the many marvelous accomplishments of the Godhead on behalf of a person the moment he believes in Christ for salvation from sin. Because Christ bore mankind’s sin on the cross (1 Peter 2:24), He made peace possible (Eph. 2:11-19). No longer need people be the objects of God’s wrath (Rom. 5:9). By trusting themselves to the reconciling work of Christ alone, people pass from God’s wrath to God’s blessing (Acts 16:30-31; Rom. 8:1) and from spiritual death to spiritual life (John 5:24; Eph. 2:1, 5). Then men’s sins are no longer counted, that is, imputed or reckoned, against them, for Christ has taken them on Himself (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18). This is the treasure of the gospel which Paul proclaimed (2 Cor. 4:7), the message of reconciliation (5:19) delivered in the ministry (cf. 4:1) of reconciliation (5:18).

5:20. Few verses more precisely summarize Paul’s ministry and message (cf. Acts 26:16-18). As Christ had preached peace to all men (Eph. 2:17) on the basis of what He would accomplish (Eph. 2:16), Paul continued that proclamation in His stead. The immediate representative of God’s message of reconciliation was Paul, whose ministry is shared by all who are “in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17, 19). All believers should serve Christ as His ambassadors. Paul’s appeal was not a perfunctory pronouncement but an impassioned plea (“we try to persuade men” [v. 11]) addressed to the world on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God (cf. 1 Tim. 2:3-4).

5:21. Paul now summarized the basis of this message. The Cross epitomized the love of God (John 3:16) and of Christ (John 15:13; Rom. 5:8). The Savior was sinless: He had no sin. He was “without sin” (Heb. 4:15), and “in Him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). He took on Himself the sin of the world (John 1:29; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 2:2). God made Him... to be sin for us (cf. Isa. 53:4-6, 10). The sins of the world were placed on Him so that, in turn, His righteousness could be given those who trust Him (Rom. 5:17) and are thus in Him. That gift of righteousness is obtainable only by faith (Rom. 3:22; 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9; Phil. 3:9).

