Whispers
Week of Feb. 20, 2011
Open
1. If someone says they’ve heard God speak, how do people who don’t follow Christ usually react? How do believers react?
2. In your experience, are most Christians comfortable talking about their experiences of hearing God speak? Why?

3. What are some of the ways God speaks to people?

4. Which of those have happened to you?

5. What have you done when God “spoke” to you? (Tell others, keep it secret, write it down, etc.)

 Dig in 
Read John 10:27
Read I Kings 19:11-12

6. What happened in the second passage? Is it surprising?

7. Why did God speak to Elijah in a simple whisper?

8. Have you ever heard a “whisper from God?” Explain it and tell how it affected your relationship with God.

9. How would you prefer God speak to you?

10. In the passage from John, Jesus said his sheep hear his voice and listen to Him.

11. How can we listen to the “whispers” of God?

 Apply
12. Do you believe God still speaks to his people today? How?

13. If God “whispers” to you, should you share it with others? Why?
14. How can God’s whispers be a part of this group?

15. What can you do to improve the chances to hear God’s whispers in your life?

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Notes for I Kings 19:11-13

Elijah knew that the sound of gentle whisper was God's voice. He realized that God doesn't reveal himself only in powerful, miraculous ways. To look for God only in something big (rallies, churches, conferences, highly visible leaders) may be to miss him because he is often found gently whispering in the quietness of a humbled heart. Are you listening for God? Step back from the noise and activity of your busy life and listen humbly and quietly for his guidance. It may come when you least expect it. 

 

From Bible Knowledge Commentary:
19:11-14. Standing on the mountainside outside his cave (cf. v. 9) Elijah witnessed what Moses had seen in those mountains centuries before (Ex. 19:16-18) and what he himself had seen on Mount Carmel only a few days earlier (1 Kings 18:38, 45), namely, a spectacular demonstration of the power of God, this time in wind, an earthquake, and fire. But on this occasion the Lord was not in any of these, that is, they were not His instruments of self-revelation.

Evidently some time later when Elijah was back in his cave (19:13) he heard the sound of a gentle whisper. Recognizing this as a revelation of God he pulled his cloak over part of his face, walked out to the mouth of the cave, and stood there waiting for God to act. God asked the same question He asked earlier (cf. v. 9): What are you doing here, Elijah? The prophet’s response was identical to his first reply (cf. v. 10), suggesting that even though he may have understood the point of God’s display of natural forces for his benefit he still felt the same way about himself.

The message God seems to have intended for Elijah is that whereas He had revealed Himself in spectacular demonstrations of His power in the past at Kerith, Zarephath, and Carmel, He would now use Elijah in gentler, less dramatic ways. These ways God proceeded to explain to His servant (vv. 15-18). God would deal with Elijah’s personal feelings about himself later in a gentle way too.
From Adam Clarke’s Commentary:
1 Kings 19:11
Stand upon the mount before the Lord—God was now treating Elijah nearly in the same way that he treated Moses; and it is not unlikely that Elijah was now standing on the same place where Moses stood, when God revealed himself to him in the giving of the law. See Exodus 19:9, 16.

The Lord passed by—It appears that the passing by of the Lord occasioned the strong wind, the earthquake, and the fire; but in none of these was God to make a discovery of himself unto the prophet; yet these, in some sort, prepared his way, and prepared Elijah to hear the still small voice. The apparatus, indicating the presence of the Divine Majesty, is nearly the same as that employed to minister the law to Moses; and many have supposed that God intended these things to be understood thus: that God intended to display himself to mankind not in judgment, but in mercy; and that as the wind, the earthquake, and the fire, were only the forerunners of the still small voice, which proclaimed the benignity of the Father of spirits; so the law, and all its terrors, were only intended to introduce that mild spirit of the Gospel of Jesus, proclaiming glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, and good will unto men. Others think that all this was merely natural; and that a real earthquake, and its accompaniments, are described.

1.  Previously to earthquakes the atmosphere becomes greatly disturbed, mighty winds and tempests taking place.

2.  This is followed by the actual agitation of the earth.

3.  In this agitation fire frequently escapes, or a burning lava is poured out, often accompanied with thunder and lightning.

4.  After these the air becomes serene, the thunder ceases to roll, the forked lightnings no longer play, and nothing remains but a gentle breeze.

However correct all this may be, it seems most probably evident that what took place at this time was out of the ordinary course of nature; and although the things, as mentioned here, may often be the accompaniments of an earthquake that has nothing supernatural in it; yet here, though every thing is produced in its natural order, yet the exciting cause of the whole is supernatural. Thus the Chaldee understands the whole passage: "And behold the Lord was revealed; and before him was a host of the angels of the wind, tearing the mountains, and breaking the rocks before the Lord, but the Majesty (Shechinah) of the Lord was not in the host of the angels of the wind. And after the host of the angels of the wind, there was a host of the angels of commotion; but the Majesty of the Lord was not in the host of the angels of commotion. And after the host of the angels of commotion, a fire; but the Majesty of the Lord was not in the host of the angels of fire. And after the host of the angels of fire, a voice singing in silence," etc.; that is, a sound with which no other sound was mingled. Perhaps the whole of this is intended to give an emblematical representation of the various displays of Divine providence and grace.

