Upgrade your life . . . (No. 2)

For week of Oct. 9, 2011

The following questions are meant to help your group enter into meaningful discussion that we pray will help you become more fully-devoted followers of Christ. They are simply a guide, so you don’t have to use or get through all of them. You may want to look through them ahead of time and identify the ones that would work well with your group. 

Open

* 1. Has there been a time when you’ve felt overwhelmed with a responsibility or assignment? What happened?

2. If you were given a challenge that was beyond what you think you can do, what would be your reaction? Why?

* 3. What was the most significant thing you remember from Sunday’s message?

* 4. Why aren’t you dead yet?

Dig in

Read Jeremiah 29:11

Read Ephesians 2:10

* 5. What’s the theme of those verses?

6. Do you think most of us live like they are true? What evidence do you have for your answer?

* 7. Pastor Jon said God wants to do something significant through you. When you think about living a significant life, what does this look like? How would you define true significance?
* 8. What, if anything, do you think is keeping you from living this life?

* 9. He said there will always be excuses for why God can’t use you. What tends to be your excuse?

* 10. How might God redeem and use this excuse to do something significant?

* 11.  There are things you can do to prepare to be used by God. What are some of these spiritual habits?

12. Why do you think it is so important for Christians to practice these regularly?

* 13. How might you be able to incorporate them into your day to day life?

Apply

* 14. What can you do this week to make yourself more available for God to do something significant?

* 15. What’s the main thing you can take away from Sunday’s message and this group?

· Spend some time praying as a small group, thanking God for the brand new opportunity we have as a church to reach many new people in our new facility on I-80.

· Pray we reach our bond goal in order to secure our financing for our construction loan.
Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Notes for Jeremiah 29:11

We're all encouraged by a leader who stirs us to move ahead, someone who believes we can do the task he has given and who will be with us all the way. God is that kind of leader. He knows the future, and his plans for us are good and full of hope. As long as God, who knows the future, provides our agenda and goes with us as we fulfill his mission, we can have boundless hope. This does not mean that we will be spared pain, suffering, or hardship, but that God will see us through to a glorious conclusion. 

Notes for Ephesians 2:10

We are God's workmanship (work of art, masterpiece). Our salvation is something only God can do. It is his powerful, creative work in us. If God considers us his works of art, we dare not treat ourselves or others with disrespect or as inferior work. 

From Bible Knowledge Commentary:
Jeremiah 29:11

29:10-14. The restoration of the exiles to Judah would happen only when God’s 70 years of judgment were completed (cf. 25:11-12). Then God would fulfill His gracious promise to restore the exiles to their land. The 70-year Exile was a part of God’s plans to give Judah hope and a future. The judgment prompted the exiles to seek God wholeheartedly (cf. Dan. 9:2-3, 15-19). Once they had turned back to their God He would gather them from all the nations where they had been banished and return them to their land. The larger purpose of the Exile was to force Israel back to her God (cf. Deut. 30:1-10).

Ephesians 2:10

2:10. This verse, beginning with For, tells why this salvation is not from man or by his works. The reason is that salvation is God’s workmanship. The word “workmanship” (poiēma), used only here and in Romans 1:20 (where the niv renders it “what has been made”) denotes a work of art or a masterpiece. It differs from human “works” (ergōn) in Ephesians 2:9. Believers are God’s workmanship because they have been created (a work only God can do) in Christ Jesus (cf. “in Christ Jesus” in vv. 6-7). The purpose of this creation is that believers will do good works. God’s workmanship is not achieved by good works, but it is to result in good works (cf. Titus 2:14; 3:8).

