Unstoppable (No. 3)
Week of Sept. 25, 2011
Open
* 1. Why is it important for us to have a mission statement?
* 2. How does our mission statement affect the way we do ministry at New Life?

* 3. What does it look like to be a fully devoted follower of Christ?

* 4. What can we do to help people (including us) become fully devoted followers of Christ?

5. What did you learn on Sunday?

Dig in 
Read Luke 5: 1-11
* 6. What was the setting and what how did Jesus handle it?

* 7. What do you think Simon felt when Jesus said to drop the net in the water?

* 8. Why did Simon still put out the nets?

* 9. Why do you think Jesus had the fishermen do this?

10. What was his reaction when the nets were full?

* 11. How did Jesus speak to the fears of the men in verse 10?

* 12. How did the men react to his invitation?

13. What was the ultimate (long-term) reaction of Simon to Jesus’ invitation?

Apply

* 14. In what way is Simon’s reaction to Jesus’ miracle an example for us to follow? 

* 15. What do we have to "leave behind" in order to follow Christ today? 

16. How does a person go about being a fisher of men? 

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:

Chapter 5

Jesus provides a miraculous catch of fish

(37) 

Notes for 5:1

The Lake of Gennesaret was also known as the Sea of Galilee or the Sea of Tiberias. 

 

Notes for 5:2

Fishermen on the Sea of Galilee used nets, often bell-shaped nets with lead weights around the edges. A net would be thrown flat onto the water, and the lead weights would cause it to sink around the fish. Then the fishermen would pull on a cord, drawing the net around the fish. Nets had to be kept in good condition, so they were washed to remove weeds and then mended. 

 

Notes for 5:8

Simon (Peter) was awestruck at this miracle, and his first response was to feel his own insignificance in comparison to this man's greatness. Peter knew that Jesus had healed the sick and driven out demons, but he was amazed that Jesus cared about his day-to-day routine and understood his needs. God is interested not only in saving us, but also in helping us in our daily activities. 

 

Notes for 5:11

There are two requirements for coming to God. Like Peter, we must recognize our own sinfulness. Then, like these fishermen, we must realize that we can't save ourselves. If we know that we need help, and if we know that Jesus is the only one who can help us, we will be ready to leave everything and follow him. 

 

5:11 This was the disciples' second call. After the first call (Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20), Peter, Andrew, James, and John had gone back to fishing. They continued to watch Jesus, however, as he established his authority in the synagogue, healed the sick, and drove out demons. Here he also established his authority in their lives — he met them on their level and helped them in their work. From this point on, they left their nets and remained with Jesus. For us, following Jesus means more than just acknowledging him as Savior. We must leave our past behind and commit our future to him. 

From Bible Background Commentary:

Luke 5:1-11
Fishers of People
Like Moses’ experience as a shepherd, David’s as a commander and Joseph’s as an administrator, the background of these disciples as fishermen can provide them a perspective that will help them for their new task.

5:1-2. Nets would collect things other than edible fish, thus requiring cleaning. Edible fish in the inland “Sea” of Galilee (the Lake of Gennesaret) today include varieties of carp; Josephus says that the lake of Galilee held several kinds of fish.

5:3. The shore of the lake functioned acoustically like an amphitheater; withdrawing a little from the crowd and addressing them from the boat thus would have made Jesus much easier to hear.

5:4-5. Peter’s obedience is exemplary; a fisherman might trust a rabbi’s teaching on religious matters but need not do so in his own field of expertise, fishing. The fishermen had labored with a dragnet at night, which should have caught them many more fish than Jesus’ instructions in Luke 5:5. Sources suggest that fish were more easily caught at night than in the day in the lake of Galilee; they would be sold in the morning.

5:6. Jesus’ multiplication of food and of creatures has Old Testament precedent (e.g., food—Exodus 16:13; 2 Kings 4:1-7, 42-44; creatures—Exodus 8:6, 17, 24; Exodus 10:13).

5:7. Because the overhead cost of equipment was high, fishermen often worked together in cooperatives; families would sometimes work together to increase their profits. Other fishing cooperatives are known from ancient Palestine, so it is not unusual for Simon and Andrew to be in business with the family of Zebedee (Luke 5:10). Men working from more than one boat could let down larger nets than those working from only one; fish could then be emptied onto the boat or the nets hauled ashore.

5:8-9. Moses, Gideon and Jeremiah were all overwhelmed by their initial calls; but Peter’s excuse is especially like Isaiah’s (Isaiah 6:5) and fits Luke’s emphasis (Luke 5:20, 30-32).

5:10. “Fishers of people” could allude to two Old Testament texts (Jeremiah 16:16; Habakkuk 1:15), transforming an image of impending judgment into one of rescue from that judgment; but Jesus is probably just transforming their vocation as fishermen, as God made Moses and David “shepherds” of his people.

5:11. Fishermen made a better-than-average income (even if they had had a bad night—Luke 5:5), so leaving their job is an act of radical commitment that they would expect to adversely affect them economically.

