Outlive your life (No. 3)
Week of Nov. 21, 2010
Open
* 1. What makes church special for you?

* 2. What do you think it would be like if the Holy Spirit were suddenly withdrawn from the church?

* 3. On Sunday, Pastor Jon talked about eight things that happen in the life of those who “outlive their lives.” Which of them stood out to you?

4. Which do you feel best about? Which do you feel lacking?

Dig in 
Read Acts 2:1-13
* 5. Imagine that you were there on the Day of Pentecost. What do you think it would have been like for you as one of the crowd looking on?

* 6. How do the Jews respond to the power of the Spirit which they witness?

7. Why do you think they react this way?

Read Acts 2:14-41

* 8. Here, we see Peter as a dynamic leader and preacher. The Holy Spirit has changed a man who was once a coward who denied Jesus three times. What message from scripture does he share with the bewildered crowd? How would that affect you if you were there?

9. What does Peter have to offer (in verses 37-39) to those who are responsive to his message?

* 10. How has your life been affected by the gift of the Holy Spirit?

Read Acts 2:42-47

* 11. Describe the fellowship of the believers in this young church (which we studied last week).

* 12. What were their priorities?

Apply
* 13. In summary, what are all the ways you see the power of the Holy Spirit demonstrated throughout the chapter?

14. How does the life and purpose of New Life compare to that of this group?

* 15. Why are Christians sometimes reluctant to fully jump in and do the things we’ve talked about to “outlive your life?”

* 16. What can you do to allow God to use you to more fully make an impact on the world?

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Chapter 2

The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost

Notes for 2:1

Held 50 days after Passover, Pentecost was also called the Feast of Weeks. It was one of three major annual feasts (Deuteronomy 16:16), a festival of thanksgiving for the harvested crops. Jesus was crucified at Passover time, and he ascended 40 days after his resurrection. The Holy Spirit came 50 days after the resurrection, ten days after the ascension. Jews of many nations gathered in Jerusalem for this festival. Thus Peter's speech (Acts 2:14ff) was given to an international audience, and it resulted in a worldwide harvest of new believers — the first converts to Christianity. 

 

Notes for 2:3,4

This was a fulfillment of John the Baptist's words about the Holy Spirit's baptizing with fire (Luke 3:16), and of the prophet Joel's words about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28,29).

     Why tongues of fire? Tongues symbolize speech and the communication of the gospel. Fire symbolizes God's purifying presence, which burns away the undesirable elements of our lives and sets our hearts aflame to ignite the lives of others. On Mount Sinai, God confirmed the validity of the Old Testament law with fire from heaven (Exodus 19:16-18). At Pentecost, God confirmed the validity of the Holy Spirit's ministry by sending fire. At Mount Sinai, fire had come down on one place; at Pentecost, fire came down on many believers, symbolizing that God's presence is now available to all who believe in him. 

 

2:3,4 God made his presence known to this group of believers in a spectacular way — violent wind, fire, and his Holy Spirit. Would you like God to reveal himself to you in such recognizable ways? He may do so, but be wary of forcing your expectations on God. In 1Kings 19:10-13, Elijah also needed a message from God. There was a great wind, then an earthquake, and finally a fire. But God's message came in a "gentle whisper." God may use dramatic methods to work in your life — or he may speak in gentle whispers. Wait patiently and always listen. 

 

Notes for 2:4-11

These people literally spoke in other languages — a miraculous attention-getter for the international crowd gathered in town for the feast. All the nationalities represented recognized their own languages being spoken. But more than miraculous speaking drew people's attention; they saw the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. The apostles continued to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit wherever they went. 

 

Notes for 2:7,8

Christianity is not limited to any race or group of people. Christ offers salvation to all people without regard to nationality. Visitors in Jerusalem were surprised to hear the apostles and other believers speaking in languages other than their own, the languages of other nationalities, but they need not have been. God works all kinds of miracles to spread the gospel, using many languages as he calls all kinds of people to become his followers. No matter what your race, color, nationality, or language, God speaks to you. Are you listening? 

 

Notes for 2:9-11

Why are all these places mentioned? This is a list of many lands from which Jews came to the festivals in Jerusalem. These Jews were not living in Palestine because they had been dispersed throughout the world through captivities and persecutions. Very likely, some of the Jews who responded to Peter's message returned to their homelands with God's Good News of salvation. Thus God prepared the way for the spread of the gospel. As you read Acts, you will see how the way was often prepared for Paul and other messengers by people who became believers at Pentecost. The church at Rome, for example, was probably begun by such Jewish believers. 

 

Peter preaches to the crowd

Notes for 2:14

Peter had been an unstable leader during Jesus' ministry, letting his bravado be his downfall, even denying that he knew Jesus (John 18:15-18,25-27). But Christ had forgiven and restored him (John 21). This was a new Peter, humble but bold. His confidence came from the Holy Spirit, who made him a powerful and dynamic speaker. Have you ever felt as if you've made such bad mistakes that God could never forgive and use you? No matter what sins you have committed, God promises to forgive you and make you useful for his kingdom. Allow him to forgive you and use you effectively to serve him. 

 

2:14ff Peter tells the people why they should listen to the testimony of the believers: because the Old Testament prophecies had been entirely fulfilled in Jesus (Acts 2:14-21), because Jesus is the Messiah (Acts 2:25-36), and because the risen Christ could change their lives (Acts 2:37-40). 

 

Notes for 2:15

Peter answered accusations that they were all drunk (Acts 2:13) by saying it was much too early in the day for that. 

 

Notes for 2:16-21

Not everything mentioned in Joel 2:28,29 was happening that particular morning. The "last days" include all the days between Christ's first and second comings, and is another way of saying "from now on." "The great and glorious day of the Lord" (Acts 2:20) denotes the whole Christian age. Even Moses yearned for the Lord to put his Spirit on everyone (Numbers 11:29). At Pentecost the Holy Spirit was released throughout the entire world — to men, women, slaves, Jews, Gentiles. Now everyone can receive the Spirit. This was a revolutionary thought for first-century Jews. 

 

Notes for 2:23

Everything that happened to Jesus was under God's control. His plans were never disrupted by the Roman government or the Jewish officials. This was especially comforting to those facing oppression during the time of the early Christian church. 

 

Notes for 2:24

Peter began with a public proclamation of the resurrection at a time when it could be verified by many witnesses. This was a powerful statement, because many of the people listening to Peter's words had been in Jerusalem 50 days earlier at Passover and may have seen or heard about the crucifixion and resurrection of this "great teacher." Jesus' resurrection was the ultimate sign that what he said about himself was true. Without the resurrection, we would have no reason to believe in Jesus (1Corinthians 15:14). 

 

Notes for 2:25-32

Peter quoted from Psalm 16:8-11 — a psalm written by David. He explained that David was not writing about himself, because David died and was buried (Acts 2:29). Instead, he wrote as a prophet (Acts 2:30) who spoke of the Messiah who would be resurrected. The audience understood "decay" (Acts 2:27) to mean the grave. The emphasis here is that Jesus' body was not left to decay but was in fact resurrected and glorified. 

 

Notes for 2:33

He "has poured out what you now see and hear" could be paraphrased, "gave Jesus the authority to send the Holy Spirit, with the results you are seeing and hearing today." 

 

Notes for 2:37

After Peter's powerful, Spirit-filled message, the people were deeply moved and asked, "What shall we do?" This is the basic question we must ask. It is not enough to be sorry for our sins — we must let God forgive them, and then we must live like forgiven people. Has God spoken to you through his Word or through the words of another believer? Like Peter's audience, ask God what you should do, and then obey. 

 

Notes for 2:38,39

If you want to follow Christ, you must "repent and be baptized." To repent means to turn from sin, changing the direction of your life from selfishness and rebellion against God's laws. At the same time, you must turn to Christ, depending on him for forgiveness, mercy, guidance, and purpose. We cannot save ourselves — only God can save us. Baptism identifies us with Christ and with the community of believers. It is a condition of discipleship and a sign of faith. 

 

The believers become the first church

Notes for 2:40-43

About 3,000 people became new believers when Peter preached the Good News about Christ. These new Christians were united with the other believers, taught by the apostles, and included in the prayer meetings and fellowship. New believers in Christ need to be in groups where they can learn God's Word, pray, and mature in the faith. If you have just begun a relationship with Christ, seek out other believers for fellowship, prayer, and teaching. This is the way to grow. 

 

Notes for 2:42

"Breaking of bread" refers to communion services that were celebrated in remembrance of Jesus and were patterned after the Last Supper that Jesus had with his disciples before his death (Matthew 26:26-29). 

 

Notes for 2:44

Recognizing the other believers as brothers and sisters in the family of God, the Christians in Jerusalem shared all they had so that all could benefit from God's gifts. It is tempting — especially if we have material wealth — to cut ourselves off from one another, each taking care of his or her own interests, each providing for and enjoying his or her own little piece of the world. But as part of God's spiritual family, it is our responsibility to help one another in every way possible. God's family works best when its members work together. 

 

Notes for 2:46

A common misconception about the first Christians (who were Jews) was that they rejected the Jewish religion. But these believers saw Jesus' message and resurrection as the fulfillment of everything they knew and believed from the Old Testament. The Jewish believers at first did not separate from the rest of the Jewish community. They still went to the temple and synagogues for worship and instruction in the Scriptures. But their belief in Jesus created great friction with Jews who didn't believe that Jesus was the Messiah. Thus, believing Jews were forced to meet in private homes for communion, prayer, and teaching about Christ. By the end of the first century, many of these Jewish believers were excommunicated from their synagogues. 

 

Notes for 2:47

A healthy Christian community attracts people to Christ. The Jerusalem church's zeal for worship and brotherly love was contagious. A healthy, loving church will grow in numbers. What are you doing to make your church the kind of place that will attract others to Christ? 

From Life Application Concise New Testament Commentary:
The Holy Spirit Comes / 2:1-13
In Old Testament times, the Spirit of God came upon isolated individuals or smaller groups, only on special occasions, and only in a temporary way to help them accomplish God’s purposes (Exodus 31:3; Judges 14:6; 1 Samuel 16:13). As the apostles were gathered together in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost, the time had come for the fulfillment of Christ’s promise to send his Spirit completely and permanently upon all believers (Luke 24:49; John 14:16-17, 26; 16:5-15). This marvelous outpouring of God provided the supernatural power for believers to take the life-changing message of the gospel to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). This is the day Christ made good on his promise to send the Helper, the Comforter, the Holy Spirit who would take up permanent residence in those who put their faith in Christ. And what a day it was! God’s individualized pouring out of his Spirit into the lives of 120 believers resulted in the effective pouring out of his story, changing the lives of three thousand people in one day!

2:1 The day of Pentecost was an annual feast celebrated on the day after the seventh Sabbath after Passover (Leviticus 23:15-16). Since the date was determined by the passing of a “week” of weeks (seven weeks), it was often called the Festival of Weeks. The word “Pentecost” means “fifty,” so named because this festival was celebrated fifty days after Passover. Pentecost was one of three major annual festivals celebrated by the Jews (along with Passover, fifty days earlier, and the Festival of Shelters about four months later). Jesus was crucified at Passover time, and he ascended forty days after his resurrection. The Holy Spirit came fifty days after the Resurrection, ten days after the Ascension.

The believers were the 120 mentioned in 1:15. The one place where they were meeting was likely the same upper room mentioned in 1:13. Most likely the believers were praying, as had been their regular practice during the period since the Ascension (1:14). What happened this day would forever change the world.

2:2 Suddenly, as the believers were gathered, they heard a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm. The wind is a good analogy for the Spirit: it is not seen, though its effects are, and it can be found everywhere in never-ending supply. The sound filled the house where they were meeting. The “house” probably refers to the upper room mentioned in 1:13 where the believers had been meeting and praying.

2:3 To the great sound of wind was added a visual image: what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. Why tongues of fire? It may be that “tongues” symbolized speech and the communication of the gospel. “Fire” symbolizes God’s purifying presence, which burns away the undesirable elements in people’s lives and sets their hearts aflame to ignite the lives of others.

At Pentecost God confirmed the validity of the Holy Spirit’s ministry by sending fire. And while at Mount Sinai fire had come down on one place, at Pentecost fire came down on many believers, symbolizing that God’s presence is available to all who believe in him. This event certainly fulfilled John the Baptist’s words about the Holy Spirit baptizing with fire (Luke 3:16). Peter declared that this event had been prophesied by Joel (Joel 2:28-29). Note, too, that every believer in the room received this blessing; no one was excluded. It was clear to all present that God was at work.

2:4 At this point in this wonderful scene, Luke recorded that everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages. The “filling” that occurred on Pentecost is called a “baptizing” (1:5 and 11:16) and a “receiving” (10:47). “Baptizing” or “filling” can be used to describe the basic act of receiving the Spirit. It can be understood to refer to the first occurrence of the Spirit indwelling a believer. Acts 1:5 looks forward to this day; Acts 11:15-16 refers back to it. Here, four short verses record it.

In principle, the filling of the Holy Spirit can be distinguished from the term “baptism” of the Spirit. “Baptism” is the theological, objective term referring to the Spirit’s initial work in a believer’s life, beginning the relationship, and—like water baptism—is not a repeated act (Acts 11:15-16; Romans 6:3; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Colossians 2:12). The believer who has taken this initial step of Spirit baptism must, however, continue to take advantage of the Spirit’s active work in his or her life. That phenomenon is described in the New Testament as the Spirit’s filling (see Acts 4:8, 31; 6:3, 5; 7:55; 9:17; 13:9, 52; Galatians 5:16; Ephesians 4:30; 5:18).

At Pentecost (2:1-4) the Holy Spirit was made available to all who believe in Jesus. Believers receive the Holy Spirit (are baptized with him) when they trust in Jesus Christ for salvation. The baptism of the Holy Spirit must be understood in the light of his total work in Christians:

· The Spirit marks the beginning of the Christian experience. No one belongs to Christ without his Spirit (Romans 8:9); no one is united to Christ without his Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:17); no one is adopted as God’s child without his Spirit (Romans 8:14-17; Galatians 4:6-7); no one is in the body of Christ except by baptism in the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

· The Spirit is the power for the new life. He begins a lifelong process of change as believers become more like Christ (Galatians 3:3; Philippians 1:6). Those who receive Christ by faith begin an immediate personal relationship with God. The Holy Spirit works in them to help them become like Christ. 

· The Spirit unites the Christian community in Christ (Ephesians 2:19-22). The Holy Spirit can be experienced by all, and he works through all (1 Corinthians 12:11; Ephesians 4:4). 

These people literally spoke in “other languages” (see comments on the following verse)—a miraculous attention-getter for the international crowd gathered in town for the feast. All the nationalities represented recognized their own languages being spoken. Jews believed that spoken prophecy had ceased with Malachi, the last of the writing prophets. They believed that from that point on, God spoke through the Torah as interpreted by scholars and teachers. So this was truly a remarkable day for the church, fulfilling Ezekiel 37:11-14.

The believers could speak in these other languages because the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. This is the clear teaching of the New Testament—that the Holy Spirit sovereignly determines which gift(s) a believer will have (1 Corinthians 12:7, 11). Furthermore, these gifts are meant to be used to build up the body of Christ.

2:5-8 Such an event could not help but attract attention, and a crowd must have quickly gathered. The godly Jews from many nations who were living in Jerusalem at that time were the Jews among the Diaspora (the Greek word for “scattering”), whose families had been driven from Jerusalem and forced to live in other nations but had since returned to Jerusalem to live. These people had been born and raised in other nations, so among them many different languages were spoken. Thus, they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken, languages of the lands where they were born! As the international, multilingual crowd gathered, they were astonished to hear their native tongues spoken by these Galileans. At this point, “tongues” was not the ecstatic or heavenly utterance to which Paul referred in 1 Corinthians 12–14; these were languages people understood.

This gathering of the nations was a perfect platform for launching the worldwide mission of the church. This event told the Jerusalem church that God intended the gospel for all the nations in their own languages.

2:9-11 This list includes the many lands from which Jews came to Jerusalem—some living in Palestine and others who had been dispersed throughout the world through captivities and persecutions. The list begins from the east of the Roman Empire and sweeps to the south and west. Very likely, some of the Jews who responded to Peter’s message then returned to their homelands with God’s Good News of salvation (for example, see Acts 8). Through this divine manifestation of languages, therefore, God prepared the way for the spread of the gospel across the world. Throughout the book of Acts, it is clear how often the way was prepared for Paul and other messengers by people who had become believers at Pentecost. The church at Rome, for example, was probably begun by such Jewish believers. The list of countries reads mostly from East to West geographically, but why they are cited and why in this order is not known.

The content of these speeches in each language was the wonderful things God has done. The subject of discussion was not sin, repentance, judgment, not even the gospel, but rather the proclamation of the mighty works of God. This was a sign for unbelieving Israel that the Messiah had come.

2:12-13 These two verses describe a typical response of the crowd, leading up to Peter’s speech. The crowd continued to be amazed (see 2:7), but their amazement led them to be perplexed and to try to figure out what was happening. Some were mocking. Others were speculating that the believers were drunk. Such confusion and the drawing of such wrong conclusions was just the prodding Peter needed to clear things up. There will always be those who misunderstand the working of God, who mock it and call into question its integrity. Christians can either wring their hands and worry or, like Peter, seize the opportunity to tell the watching world about the work of God in their midst.

Peter Preaches to a Crowd / 2:14-42
In Luke’s history of the church, there is always a close connection between the activity of God’s Spirit and the proclamation of the gospel. Time and again those who experience the baptism of the Spirit begin immediately speaking with others about God and his Son, Jesus Christ (1:8; 2:4, 17; 4:8, 31; 6:10; 10:44-46; 13:9; 19:6).

2:14 Peter, the early spokesman for the Twelve, seized the opportunity and shouted to the crowd. Peter explained to the people why they should listen to the testimony of the believers: because the Old Testament prophecies had been entirely fulfilled in Jesus (2:14-21), because Jesus is the Messiah (2:25-36), and because the risen Christ could change their lives (2:37-40).

2:15-18 Peter answered the accusation that they were all drunk (2:13) by saying it was too early in the day for that. He then proceeded to tie the event the crowd had just witnessed to the words of the prophet Joel, quoting from Joel 2:28-32. Not everything mentioned in Joel 2:28-32 was occurring that particular morning. The last days include all the days between Christ’s first and second comings; it is another way of saying “from now on.” Peter was reminding these Jewish listeners that from prophecies like this one recorded by Joel, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people, they should recognize the event they had just witnessed as the work of the Spirit. It would be to all kinds of people—Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor—not just to kings and priests.

The “prophesying” mentioned by Peter is likely not only prediction of the future but also declaration of the nature and will of God. The visions and the dreams were common means that God used to reveal himself to all people. The point was that the insight into these visions and dreams would be the product of the Spirit’s work.

At Pentecost the Holy Spirit was released throughout the entire world—to men, women, slave owners, slaves, Jews, and Gentiles. Everyone can receive the Spirit. This was a revolutionary thought for first-century Jews. Pentecost was designed to be a clear indication—to Jew and Gentile alike—that the messianic age had arrived. The Messiah had come!

2:19-20 Not everything mentioned in Joel 2:28-32 was happening that particular morning. This part of Joel’s prophecy probably refers to the future period surrounding the second coming of Christ, placing the period of the church age (between Christ’s ascension and his return) between verses 18 and 19 (see Revelation 6:12). These events bear more resemblance to the phenomena of the Tribulation period as spelled out by many other Old Testament prophets, as well as Jesus himself (see Matthew 24:14, 21, 29-30 and the judgments of Revelation 8, 9, and 16).

It is possible that Peter was quoting the entire prophecy from Joel—even some of the parts that are still future—in order to avoid being accused of improper use of Scripture (the crowd would certainly know the Joel passage) and to get all the way through Joel’s passage to its final sentence, quoted in the next verse.

2:21 This is Peter’s punch line. This salvation is available to anyone. Any person who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. God’s special relationship with Israel will continue, but it has been broadened to include everyone who calls on the name of the Lord. God’s plans for Israel had their climax in Christ. Access to God—for all people—now comes through Jesus Christ. With these words Peter witnessed to the crowd, as Jesus had predicted (1:8).

It would be a while before these new believers understood that the “anyone” included Gentiles. God had to work in a special way to make Peter understand that the message was meant for the whole world, not just the Jews (see Acts 10).

2:22 The coming of the Messiah, the miracles, and the events described by Joel were all well-established concepts to these people of Israel (the Jews). Now all that remained was for Peter to connect those events to Jesus of Nazareth—the teacher many of them had heard and seen, the teacher who had been crucified. Peter began this sermon by stating that God himself had publicly endorsed Jesus by doing wonderful miracles, wonders, and signs through him. Certainly many of the gathered crowd had seen or heard of the famous ministry of Jesus.

2:23 With little forewarning Peter suddenly accused his Jewish audience of an awful participation in the Messiah’s death. This is a perfect presentation of God’s sovereignty and people’s responsibility—both in the same sentence. God’s prearranged plan was his sovereign will to bring salvation to people through the death and resurrection of Christ. Though God’s will is sovereign, he works through people and events of history (see 4:28). Even putting Jesus to death fulfilled God’s plan. God’s prearranged plan led to Christ’s death, but people were culpable. The lawless Gentiles (the Romans) had been involved, but they had been merely “helping.” Ultimately, the Jews had been responsible. Whether or not anyone in this audience had literally participated in the trials, accusations, and crucifixion (many in the crowd could have been involved) was not important. Peter was saying that they were at least culpable because, as Jews, they had missed their Messiah and had allowed their leaders to kill him. Thus, they were guilty by their relationship to the actual murderers. Peter was pointing his finger at the crowd and shouting, “You nailed him to the cross and murdered him.”
2:24 But the murdered Messiah had not stayed dead. God raised him back to life again, and many people could testify to having seen the risen Christ. This was a powerful statement because many of the people listening to Peter’s words had been in Jerusalem fifty days earlier at Passover and may have seen or heard about the crucifixion of this “great teacher.” Jesus’ resurrection was the ultimate sign that what he said about himself was true. Without the Resurrection, no one would have any reason to believe in Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:14). Peter phrased it appropriately: death could not keep him in its grip.
2:25-28 Peter continued his witness to Jesus’ Messiahship by quoting from Psalm 16:8-11, written by King David. He explained that David was not writing about himself because David had died and was buried (2:29); his audience would have walked right past his tomb many times in their pilgrimages to Jerusalem. This quote from Psalm 16 and the one from Psalm 110:1 (2:34-35) were both prophesying Jesus’ resurrection (2:24). The emphasis is that Jesus’ body had not been left to rot in the grave, but had been, in fact, resurrected and glorified. Peter wanted his audience to realize that David was not speaking of himself in these psalms but rather of the Messiah.

2:29-31 The Old Testament spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah—and this was very important for Peter’s Jewish listeners to understand. Peter argued that the words of this psalm could not have been referring to David himself, for David died and was buried. The reference to his tomb may have been a site on the south side of Jerusalem, near the pool of Siloam.

If David was not speaking of himself, then he was speaking as a prophet; he was writing about one who would be resurrected from the dead. The oath looks back at Psalm 132:11 and 2 Samuel 7:15-16, recording the promises God made to David that one of his descendants would sit on David’s throne as the Messiah. David did have children who ruled, but this promise was for someone to be on the throne for eternity. The Jewish listeners of Peter’s day understood the words of this psalm, as well as others, as referring to the Messiah.

2:32 Having begun by tying these Old Testament references to Jesus of Nazareth, here Peter again made it clear that David’s prophecy was speaking of Jesus. The resurrection of Christ had taken place less than two months previously. The post-Resurrection appearances and instruction sessions of the forty days prior to Christ’s ascension must have caused a stir around the city. Peter pointed out that he and the others with him—who had just experienced this Spirit’s coming—had been witnesses to the predicted resurrection of Christ.

2:33 Peter had one more major point to make: this crucified one, the resurrected one, is now the exalted one, who occupies the throne of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand (see 5:30-31; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Peter 3:22). Not only is Christ the predicted one in the Psalms, not only had he risen from the grave, but he now sits in the most authoritative, sovereign position in the universe. That is why Jesus had the authority to pour out the Spirit with results that the audience could see and hear.
2:34-35 In Psalm 110:1, again David was not speaking of himself but of Christ. This verse is the most frequently quoted Old Testament passage in the New Testament (thirteen times) and was the primary text used to explain the exaltation of Christ. The Jews believed that this psalm referred to their coming Messiah. All three synoptic gospels—Matthew 22:41-46; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44—report that Jesus applied this verse to himself as the one having the highest authority because he would be instructed to sit in honor at God’s right hand. The victory belongs to Christ and not to any created being. The greatest archangels stand before God (Luke 1:19; Revelation 8:2), but none are allowed to sit, for sitting next to God would indicate equality. Jesus’ sitting also indicates the completion of his task, the successful accomplishment of his mission. God promised to make Jesus’ enemies a footstool. This pictures Christ as completely victorious over his enemies.

2:36 Peter concluded his message with a solid review of his main point: So let it be clearly known by everyone in Israel that Jesus was both Lord and Messiah. In the prophesied plan of God, this Jesus of Nazareth had been crucified by the Jews, raised from the dead, and exalted to the throne of God.

2:37 That these people were convicted deeply speaks of genuine pain. It means to “strike, prick violently, sting sharply, stun.” The crowd was stunned! They asked the question that warms the heart of any messenger of the gospel: “What should we do?” Peter was ready with the answer.

2:38 In answer to the people’s question, Peter presented a fourfold challenge:

1. Turn from your sins—In other words, “repent.” It is a basic and wholehearted change of mind that results in a change of purpose, direction, and values. The words, each of you, remind the listener (and modern reader) that this message is for all. Everyone needs to make a decision about Christ. His offer is the only effective solution for the sin problem that plagues every descendant of Adam. 

2. Turn to God—In addition to turning from sin, people must turn to God. It does no good to turn from sin without turning then to the one who can solve the sin problem. 

3. Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins—For believers, baptism is visible proof of repentance and commitment to follow Jesus, the Messiah. The idea of baptism for the forgiveness of sins does not mean that baptism results in forgiveness of sins but rather that forgiveness of sins as a result of accepting Jesus as Savior should result in a baptism—an outward display of an inner conviction. Repentance, not baptism, is what brings forgiveness. 

4. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit—Only through the coming of the Holy Spirit into believers’ hearts can they truly experience forgiveness of sin. The “gift of the Holy Spirit” (not multiple or varied gifts but rather a singular gift) is the Spirit himself. The Holy Spirit is a gift from God. As Jesus had promised, he is the Comforter and the one who guides his people. 

2:39-40 The truths presented in the previous verses here find their universal application. This promise of the work of the Spirit in the life of the believer has a personal application (to you), a generational application (to your children), and a global application (even to the Gentiles). Luke recorded no more of Peter’s words to the gathered crowd except to say that Peter kept talking for a long time, warning and pleading with the people to be saved.

2:41 What a response! Three thousand people believed and took the step of faith in Christ and were baptized—they took that first step of obedience, publicly identifying themselves with Christ. And they were added to the church; that is, they immediately joined the fellowship of believers.

2:42 This first report of the newborn church describes early church worship in the first decade of the church. The three thousand new believers joined with the other believers. That is, they gathered with others of like mind and faith. Devoted themselves implies that they were regularly, continually persisting in the activities that follow. These activities form a practical map for not only the day-old church but for any church of any age.

The apostles’ teaching was central to the content of what was to be studied. The apostles, the eyewitnesses of all Jesus had done, would be the ones whom the Holy Spirit would remind of the crucial truths by which the church would be directed for centuries to come (John 14:17, 25-26; 16:13). From the beginning the early church was devoted to hearing, studying, and learning what the apostles had to teach.

The fellowship (koinonia) means association and close relationships. This was more than just getting together, certainly more than just a religious meeting. It involved sharing goods, having meals together, and praying together.

Sharing in the Lord’s Supper refers to communion services that were celebrated in remembrance of Jesus and patterned after the Last Supper, which Jesus had eaten with his disciples before his death (Matthew 26:26-29). It likely included a regular meal shared together (Acts 2:46; 20:7; 1 Corinthians 10:16; 11:23-25; Jude 1:12).

Prayer is joined with the expression “sharing in the Lord’s Supper” to explain the word “fellowship.” These are at least two of the activities that were part of their regular meetings. Prayer has always been a mark of the believers’ gatherings.

The Believers Meet Together / 2:43-47
Books about church planting, church health, and church growth are popular. Seminars about the church abound, with pastors and church boards eager to copy the techniques of a successful pastor or a fast-growing congregation. The following paragraph is a snapshot of the church a few days old. At Pentecost, after the coming of the Holy Spirit, the gathering of 120 exploded! In one day three thousand people came to faith in Christ. Now what do they do? This handful of verses provides a concise summary of what the early church was about; it provides a model that can be applied to the modern church, as well.

2:43 The word awe is the Greek word phobos, literally translated “fear.” This awe was partly caused by the many miraculous signs and wonders performed by the apostles. The “wonders” (terata) were fabulous miracles that evoked awe in those who saw them. The “miraculous signs” (semeia) were given to authenticate the message and the messenger, pointing observers toward a divine source of the miracle or a divine truth. Here these signs and wonders authenticated the apostles’ message, identifying it as divine truth.

2:44-45 Of the thousands of Jews who had made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem for Pentecost, many may have come as early as Passover (fifty days earlier). Now they were extending their stay in Jerusalem even longer to learn the basics of this newfound Christian faith. Many would likely need financial or physical help from those who lived in Jerusalem to be able to remain this long. When a need arose, believers would sell their possessions to help those in need. This practice of sharing everything they had was likely a response to that specific need.

2:46-47 With these words this marvelous chapter comes to a close. Luke pointed out the everyday nature of the church’s meetings. Believers were gathering both at the Temple (that is, in large groups, possibly for apostolic teaching) and in homes to celebrate the Lord’s Supper and, presumably, for fellowship, the sharing of needs, and prayer.

A common misconception about the first Christians (who were Jews) was that they rejected the Jewish religion. But these believers saw Jesus’ message and resurrection as the fulfillment of everything they knew and believed from the Old Testament. At first the Jewish believers did not separate from the rest of the Jewish community. They still went to the Temple and synagogues for worship and instruction in the Scriptures. But their belief in Jesus created great friction with Jews who didn’t believe that Jesus was the Messiah. Thus, believing Jews were forced to meet in private homes for communion, prayer, and teaching about Christ. By the end of the first century, many of these Jewish believers were excommunicated from their synagogues.

We also see here one of the repeated themes of the book of Acts: joy. The early church was marked by joy. Two final statements reveal two significant results of the presence of this regularly meeting, money-sharing, miracle-working, Bible-studying, God-praising group:

1. The watching community was favorably impressed (the believers were enjoying the goodwill of all the people). 

2. The watching community was coming to faith (and each day the Lord added to their group those who were being saved). 

These are two measurable results of any church that is living like the early church. Note, too, that the credit for the salvation of souls is not given to Peter’s preaching, the apostles’ miracles, or the Spirit’s manifestations—it was the Lord who was adding to their number daily.

