Outlive your life (No. 1)
Week of Nov. 7, 2010
Open
1. What is the purpose of church?

2. What do you think when a person claims to be something he or she is not? 

3. On a scale of 1 to 10, how willing are you to inconvenience yourself for others?

4. What did you learn from Sunday’s message?

Dig in 
Read Mark 2:1-12

5. What exactly was Jesus doing when the events of this story took place?

6. What dilemma did the paralytic man and his friends face?  

7. What do the details of the story tell you about the paralytic man, his friends, and Jesus’ reputation?  

* 8.How did these friends prove they were friends and not just claim they were friends?

9. How did the man’s friends solve the dilemma that they faced?  

10. How did Jesus evaluate the faith of the paralytic man and his friends? 

11. What motivated Jesus to respond to the man’s plight? 

12. Why did Jesus heal the paralytic man?

* 13.Why did Jesus chose to forgive the man’s sins before healing him physically?

* 14. Why did the home owners did not try to stop these men from tearing a hole in their roof?  (A gate would have had to be opened to allow them up on to the roof.)

Apply

* 15. In what way did the limited facilities hinder people coming to Jesus?

* 16. In what way does a lack of facilities hinder people from coming to Jesus at New Life? (What would happen if 1,500 people showed up on one Sunday in our current location – consider all the age groups, etc.?)

* 17. In what way are people “paralyzed” in our culture today?

* 18. Obeying God and taking action is more difficult in certain areas of our life than in others. In which area of your life would you most like to become more of a man or woman of action?

* 19. In what way do the themes of Servant and Spreading the Gospel relate to building a new facility on our freeway frontage property?

* 20. Following the example of the paralytic man’s friends, how could you go out of your way to help another believer who is experiencing pain or suffering? How could helping build a new facility help us “Out Live Our Life?”

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
[Jesus heals a paralyzed man

( - Matthew 9:1-8; Luke 5:17-26) 

Notes for 2:3

The paralytic's need moved his friends to action, and they brought him to Jesus. When you recognize someone's need, do you act? Many people have physical and spiritual needs you can meet, either by yourself or with others who are also concerned. Human need moved these four men; let it also move you to compassionate action. 

 

Notes for 2:4

Houses in Bible times were built of stone. They had flat roofs made of mud mixed with straw. Outside stairways led to the roofs. These friends may have carried the lame man up the outside stairs to the roof. They then could easily have taken apart the mud and straw mixture to make a hole through which to lower their friend to Jesus. 

 

Notes for 2:5-7

Before saying to the paralytic, "Get up," Jesus said, "Son, your sins are forgiven." To the Jewish leaders this statement was blasphemous, claiming to do something only God could do. According to the law, the punishment for this sin was death (Leviticus 24:15,16).

     The religious leaders understood correctly that Jesus was claiming divine prerogatives, but their judgment of him was wrong. Jesus was not blaspheming because his claim was true. Jesus is God, and he proved his claim by healing the paralytic (Mark 2:9-12). 

 

Notes for 2:10

This is the first time in Mark that Jesus is referred to as the "Son of Man." The title Son of Man emphasizes that Jesus is fully human, while Son of God (see, for example, John 20:31) emphasizes that he is fully God. As God's Son, Jesus has the authority to forgive sin. As a man, he can identify with our deepest needs and sufferings and help us overcome sin (see the note on Mark 8:29-31). 

From the Bible Background Commentary:
Healed and Forgiven
Just as Jesus violates his culture’s religious sensibilities by touching a leper (Mark 1:41) and claims more authority than a normal rabbi would dare accept (cf. Mark 1:17, 27), and just as Mark’s narrative challenges cultural religion by beginning with a demoniac in a house of study and prayer (Mark 1:21-28), Jesus’ role in this passage challenges the theological categories of his culture’s religious establishment.

2:1-2. The capacity of the average Capernaum home may have allowed only about fifty persons standing close together (the longest span in excavated homes is eighteen feet). We thus should not think of literally the whole town inside or just outside the door.

2:3-4. Many “beds” were mats; thus the paralytics’ friends may have carried him on the bed on which he lay all the time. The roof was approached by an outside staircase, so they could reach it unimpeded. The roof of single-story homes was sturdy enough for walking but was normally made of branches and rushes laid over the roof’s beams and covered with dried mud; thus one could dig through it.

2:5-7. Sins were to be atoned for by offerings in the temple. Judaism taught that only God could forgive sins, but most Jews allowed that some of God’s representatives could speak on God’s behalf. The passive form, “are forgiven,” could be interpreted in this way (Jewish teachers often used the passive form to describe God’s activity); but Jesus was not a priest, no one had offered sacrifice, and the scribes had heard no basis for the pronouncement of forgiveness, not even clear indication of repentance.

The Old Testament penalty for blaspheming God’s name—reproaching rather than honoring it—was death (Leviticus 24:10-23). According to subsequent Jewish teaching, blasphemy involved pronouncing the divine name or inviting people to follow other gods. Strictly speaking, therefore, these legal scholars would have been mistaken in interpreting Jesus’ words as blasphemy, even by their own rules. But the term was used much more broadly in popular parlance in this period, and they may apply it in the general sense of dishonoring the divine name.

2:8. Because supernatural knowledge was especially attributed to prophets (e.g., 2 Kings 6:12), Jesus’ hearers would probably view him here as a prophet; “speaking in one’s heart” may be idiomatic (Deut. 15:9; Deut. 18:21; Deut. 30:14). Most Jewish teachers believed that “prophets” in the Old Testament sense had ceased, but most of the people were happy to entertain new prophetic figures, many of whom they saw as harbingers of the end.

2:9-12. Some Jewish teachers accepted miracles as verification that a teacher was truly God’s representative; others did not regard miracles as sufficient proof if they disagreed with the teacher’s interpretation of Scripture.

Jewish teachers knew that only God could ultimately forgive (on the Day of Atonement in response to sacrifice); but they also recognized that healing ultimately came from God. Both were from God but could be announced through God’s agents acting according to his will. Josephus shows us that many false prophets in Jesus’ day claimed to work miracles but actually failed to work them; some of Jesus’ critics may have placed him in this category. His act in front of these witnesses, however, should have challenged them to rethink their case.

 

