Once Upon a Marriage #1
Week of March 27, 2011
Open
1. How does the world’s view of romantic love differ from God’s view?
2. What do you think an ideal marriage looks like? What do you think it takes to achieve that type of marriage?

3. Discuss some successful marriages you have seen. How did the couples achieve that?

4. What did you learn on Sunday?

5. Why do you think so many people try to find fulfillment through relationships rather than through God?

 Dig in 
Read Genesis 29: 16-35
6. What happened in the story? What was Jacob’s motivation? What was Rachel’s and Leah’s motivation?

7. Why would Leah participate in the deception of Jacob?

8. What else do you know about Jacob? How does this fit in his life?

9. Did Jacob have unmet expectations that affected his decisions?

10. How would these events affect the future of Jacob, Leah and Rachel?

11. How should Jacob have handled this?

 Apply
12. Is there a time you have sought fulfillment and satisfaction through a relationship rather than through God? What did you learn through that?
13. What do we learn about Jacob from this story? About Leah? Rachel?

14. What do we learn about God’s role in relationships?

15. What kinds of expectations should we have in relationships and marriage?

Closing

· Pray for the marriages in your group.
· Pray for both married and single people in your group to find fulfillment in God first.

· Pray for New Life’s leadership and our property.

· Talk about who you will invite during the Easter season and pray for them by name.

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Chapter 29

Jacob meets Rachel

Notes for 29:18-27

It was the custom of the day for a man to present a dowry, or substantial gift, to the family of his future wife. This was to compensate the family for the loss of the girl. Jacob's dowry was not a material possession, for he had none to offer. Instead he agreed to work seven years for Laban. But there was another custom of the land that Laban did not tell Jacob. The older daughter had to be married first. By giving Jacob Leah and not Rachel, Laban tricked him into promising another seven years of hard work. 

 

 

	RACHEL
	History seems to repeat itself here. Twice a town well at Haran was the site of significant events in one family's story. It was here that Rebekah met Eliezer, Abraham's servant, who had come to find a wife for Isaac. Some 40 years later, Rebekah's son Jacob returned the favor by serving his cousin Rachel and her sheep from the same well. The relationship that developed between them not only reminds us that romance is not a modern invention, but also teaches us a few lessons about patience and love.

Jacob's love for Rachel was both patient and practical. Jacob had the patience to wait seven years for her, but he kept busy in the meantime. His commitment to Rachel kindled a strong loyalty within her. In fact, her loyalty to Jacob got out of hand and became self-destructive. She was frustrated by her barrenness and desperate to compete with her sister for Jacob's affection. She was trying to gain from Jacob what he had already given: devoted love.

Rachel's attempts to earn the unearnable are a picture of a much greater error we can make. Like her, we find ourselves trying somehow to earn love -- God's love. But apart from his Word, we end up with one of two false ideas. Either we think we've been good enough to deserve his love or we recognize we aren't able to earn his love and assume that it cannot be ours. If the Bible makes no other point, it shouts this one: God loves us! His love had no beginning and is incredibly patient. All we need to do is respond, not try to earn what is freely offered. God has said in many ways, "I love you. I have demonstrated that love to you by all I've done for you. I have even sacrificed my Son, Jesus, to pay the price for what is unacceptable about you -- your sin. Now, live because of my love. Respond to me; love me with your whole being; give yourself to me in thanksgiving, not as payment." Live life fully, in the freedom of knowing you are loved.

Strengths and accomplishments: 

· She showed great loyalty to her family 

· She mothered Joseph and Benjamin after being barren for many years

Weaknesses and mistakes: 

· Her envy and competitiveness marred her relationship with her sister, Leah 

· She was capable of dishonesty when she took her loyalty too far 

· She failed to recognize that Jacob's devotion was not dependent on her ability to have children

Lessons from her life: 

· Loyalty must be controlled by what is true and right 

· Love is accepted, not earned

Vital statistics: 

· Where: Haran 

· Occupation: Shepherdess, housewife 

· Relatives: Father: Laban. Aunt: Rebekah. Sister: Leah. Husband: Jacob. Sons: Joseph and Benjamin

Key verse: 

"So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her" (Genesis 29:20). 

Rachel's story is told in Genesis 29. 


Jacob marries two sisters

Notes for 29:20-28

People often wonder if working a long time for something they desire is worth it. Jacob worked seven years to marry Rachel. After being tricked, he agreed to work seven more years for her (although he did get to marry Rachel shortly after he married Leah)! The most important goals and desires are worth working and waiting for. Movies and television have created the illusion that people have to wait only about an hour to solve their problems or get what they want. Don't be trapped into thinking the same is true in real life. Patience is hardest when we need it the most, but it is the key to achieving our goals. 

 

Notes for 29:23-25

Jacob was enraged when he learned that Laban had tricked him. The deceiver of Esau was now deceived himself. How natural it is for us to become upset at an injustice done to us while closing our eyes to the injustices we do to others. Sin has a way of coming back to haunt us. 

 

Notes for 29:28-30

Although Jacob was tricked by Laban, he kept his part of the bargain. There was more at stake than just Jacob's hurt. There was Rachel to think about, as well as God's plan for his life. When we are tricked by others, keeping our part of the bargain may still be wise. Nursing our wounds or plotting revenge makes us unable to see from God's perspective. 

 

Jacob's many sons

Notes for 29:32

Today parents usually give their children names that sound good or have sentimental appeal. But the Old Testament portrays a more dynamic use of names. Parents often chose names that reflected the situation at the time of the birth. They sometimes hoped their children would fulfill the meaning of the names given them. Later the parents could look back and see if their grown children had lived up to their names. Sometimes a person's name was changed because his or her character and name did not match. This happened to Jacob ("he grasps the heel," figuratively, "he deceives"), whose name was changed to Israel ("he struggles with God"). Jacob's character had changed to the point that he was no longer seen as a deceiver, but as a God-honoring man. 

From Bible Knowledge Commentary:
29:15-30. Jacob’s joyful prospect of marrying Rachel turned, by Laban’s deception, into a nightmare. In Laban... Jacob met his match and also his means of discipline. Jacob had deceived his own brother and father, and now was deceived by his mother’s brother! Twenty years (31:38) of drudgery, affliction, and deception lay ahead. Through Laban he received his own medicine of duplicity. But Jacob’s tenacity shows that he counted these as minor setbacks. God took him, developed his character, turned the fruits of his deception into blessing, and built the promised seed, the nation of Israel.

Jacob’s plan was to work... seven years to have Rachel as his wife. Those seven years of work passed quickly for Jacob because of his love for her (29:20). Interestingly the wives of each of the first three patriarchs were beautiful: Sarah (12:11), Rebekah (24:15-16), and Rachel (29:17).

When the time came for the wedding feast (vv. 21-22), hearts were merry and spirits high. But in the night Leah, Rachel’s older sister, was substituted. This was a masterpiece of shameless treachery—unloved Leah given to a man in love with Rachel.
Jacob’s anger was to no avail. Now, as the object of trickery, he would understand how Esau felt. Laban offered a technicality of local custom: it is not right to marry the younger... before the older. Those words must have pierced Jacob! In his earlier days he, the younger, had deceptively pretended before his father to be the older brother (chap. 27). If social convention were to be set aside, it should be by God, not by deception. Laban’s stinging words were left without any comment; the event was simply God’s decree against Jacob.
The Bible demonstrates over and over the principle that what a man sows he reaps (Gal. 6:7). Some have called this irony or poetic justice, but it is more than that. It is divine retribution in which there is often a measure-for-measure turn of affairs. God orders the affairs of people to set things right. With Jacob this deception was perfectly fitted; it was divine punishment to bring his own craftiness before his eyes. He had deceptively presented himself to his father under the guise of Esau the firstborn; now Leah the firstborn was deceptively introduced to him under the guise of Rachel the younger! After his initial reaction Jacob recognized the deception for what it was and accepted it. He finished out the bridal week (Gen. 29:27; cf. week in v. 28) at the end of which he was given Rachel (two wives in seven days). (Each daughter was given a servant girl as a wedding gift, a custom common in that society. Leah was given Zilpah, v. 24, and Rachel received Bilhah, v. 29; cf. 30:4-13.) Then Jacob worked... another seven years, which he owed Laban in return for Rachel (29:30; cf. 31:38, 41).

Unfortunately Jacob was not the only believer who needed a Laban to discipline him.

