Love + Acceptance (1)
For week of Feb. 12, 2012
Open

* 1. Share one word to describe yourself.

2. What made you want to be part of this group?

* 3. What are the greatest inconveniences in your life? 
* 4. What stood out to you from Sunday’s message?
* 5. What do you think motivates most people to do good? 

Dig in

Read Luke 10:25-37
6. What did the legal expert ask Jesus? Why?

* 7. What was Jesus’ response to the legal expert’s question?

* 8. Based on the man’s response to Jesus, what do you think his philosophy was?

* 9. Summarize the story Jesus told.
* 10. What were the responses of the people in the story? What do you think were their motivations?
* 11. Why did the Samaritan (a member of a group most Jews disliked) help the beaten man?
12. Could he have done less and looked good?
* 13. How did the legal expert define the “neighbor” in the parable?

Apply

* 14. So what is the point of Jesus’ story?
* 15. What natural inclinations make it easier for you to act like the priest and the Levite than like the Samaritan? 

* 16. How practical was the Samaritan’s approach to the man in need? 

* 17. How does this apply to the idea of forgiveness?

* 18. Why is extravagant forgiveness hard?
19. What other applications are there for you?

* 20. On Sunday, Jon said we choose our friends, God chooses our neighbors. How does that apply to this?
 
Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Jesus tells the parable of the good Samaritan

(132) 

Notes for 10:27

This expert in the law was quoting Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. He correctly understood that the law demanded total devotion to God and love for one's neighbor. Jesus talked more about these laws elsewhere (see Matthew 19:16-22 and Mark 10:17-22). 

 

 

A Collection of Attitudes

	To the expert in the law, the wounded man was a subject to discuss. 

To the robbers, the wounded man was someone to use and exploit.

To the religious men, the wounded man was a problem to be avoided.

To the innkeeper, the wounded man was a customer to serve for a fee.

To the Samaritan, the wounded man was a human being worth being cared for and loved.

To Jesus, all of them and all of us were worth dying for.


	Confronting the needs of others brings out various attitudes in us. Jesus used the story of the good but despised Samaritan to make clear what attitude was acceptable to him. If we are honest, we often will find ourselves in the place of the expert in the law, needing to learn again who our neighbor is. Note these different attitudes toward the wounded man.


 

10:27-37 The law expert treated the wounded man as a topic for discussion; the robbers, as an object to exploit; the priest, as a problem to avoid; and the Levite, as an object of curiosity. Only the Samaritan treated him as a person to love. 

 

10:27-37 From the parable we learn three principles about loving our neighbor: (1) lack of love is often easy to justify, even though it is never right; (2) our neighbor is anyone of any race, creed, or social background who is in need; and (3) love means acting to meet the person's need. Wherever you live, there are needy people close by. There is no good reason for refusing to help. 

 

Notes for 10:33

There was deep hatred between Jews and Samaritans. The Jews saw themselves as pure descendants of Abraham, while the Samaritans were a mixed race produced when Jews from the northern kingdom intermarried with other peoples after Israel's exile. To this law expert, the person least likely to act correctly would be the Samaritan. In fact, he could not bear to say "Samaritan" in answer to Jesus' question. This "expert's" attitude betrayed his lack of the very thing that he had earlier said the law commanded — love. 

From the Bible Knowledge Commentary:
d. Jesus’ teaching on one’s neighbor (10:25-37)
10:25-37. The Parable of the Good Samaritan is perhaps the most well-known Lucan parable. It must be interpreted on two levels. The first level is the plain teaching that a person, like the Samaritan, should help others in need (v. 37). If one has the heart of a neighbor, he will see and help a neighbor. However, in the context of the rejection of Jesus, it should also be noted in this parable that the Jewish religious leaders rejected the man who fell among the robbers. A Samaritan, an outcast, was the only one who helped the man. Jesus was like the Samaritan. He was the outcast One, who was willing to seek and to save people who were perishing. He was directly opposed to the religious establishment. The theme is reminiscent of Jesus’ words to the Pharisees (7:44-50). The theme of Jesus’ going to those who needed Him became more and more evident.

An expert in the Law asked Jesus, Teacher... what must I do to inherit eternal life? This question surfaced on several occasions (Matt. 19:16-22; Luke 18:18-23; John 3:1-15). The question in this case was not sincere, as can be seen from two points in the text: (1) The lawyer wanted to test Jesus. (He called Jesus “Teacher,” didaskale, Luke’s equivalent of a Jewish Rabbi.) (2) After Jesus answered the man’s question, Luke recorded that the man wished to justify himself (Luke 10:29).

Jesus answered his question with two other questions (v. 26), driving the Law expert back to the Old Testament Law. The expert answered correctly by quoting from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. One must love... God and one’s fellowman in order to keep the Law properly. Jesus affirmed that if the man did this, he would live.
The man’s response should have been to ask, “How can I do this? I am not able. I need help.” Instead, he tried “to justify himself,” that is, to defend himself against the implications of Jesus’ words. So he tried to move the focus off himself by asking, And who is my neighbor?
Jesus answered by telling the Parable of the Good Samaritan. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends approximately 3,000 feet in about 17 miles. It was a dangerous road to travel for robbers hid along its steep, winding way. A priest, one expected to love others, avoided the wounded man, probably a fellow Jew.

Levites were descendants of Levi but not of Aaron, and they assisted the priests (Aaron’s descendants) in the temple.

The Samaritans were scorned by the Jews because of their mixed Jewish and Gentile ancestry. It is ironic, then, that a Samaritan helped the half-dead man, dressing his wounds, taking him to an inn, and paying his expenses. By asking Which... was his neighbor? (Luke 10:36) Jesus was teaching that a person should be a neighbor to anyone he meets in need. The ultimate Neighbor was Jesus, whose compassion contrasted with the Jewish religious leaders who had no compassion on those who were perishing. Jesus wrapped up His teaching with the command that His followers were to live like that true neighbor (v. 37)
