Ignite (No. 4)
Week of Sept. 26, 2010
Open
* 1. What have you learned during this series?
* 2. Who are you praying for and plan to invite to New Life?

* 3. Who introduced you to Jesus Christ, and how?

* 4. What is your biggest fear about telling others about Jesus?

5.  About what things are people today skeptical? 

 Dig in 
Read John 1:40-51

* 6. What happened in this story?

7. How did Philip respond to Jesus’ invitation?

* 8. How would you describe Phillip’s approach to telling others about Jesus?

9. What convinced Nathanael that Jesus was the Son of God?

* 10. Jesus' first six disciples are relatives and acquaintances from a single fishing village. What advantages are there in concentrating our evangelism on natural groupings of people like families and co-workers?

* 11. Jesus is content to let the disciples hang around for months before asking them to make a decision about who he is. Why is it important not to pressure people too early about making a decision?

* 12. Note Andrew's hurry and imagine how he tells the news to Simon. As we seek to bring family members or friends to Jesus, why is our attitude about the good news important?

* 13. Throughout this passage it seems natural for one friend to tell another about Jesus. Why do you think we often find this so unnatural?
 
Apply
14. What stereotypes about Christ prevent people from trusting Him today? 

* 15. What convinced you that Jesus was the Son of God? 

* 16. How would you share your faith with a skeptical person this week? 

* 17. What ideas does this passage give you for reaching those friends or family members who have not met Jesus?

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Notes for 1:40-42

Andrew accepted John the Baptist's testimony about Jesus and immediately went to tell his brother, Simon, about him. There was no question in Andrew's mind that Jesus was the Messiah. Not only did he tell his brother, he was also eager to introduce others to Jesus (see John 6:8,9; 12:22). 

 

Notes for 1:42

Jesus saw not only who Simon was, but who he would become. That is why he gave him a new name — Cephas in Aramaic, Peter in Greek (the name means "a rock"). Peter is not presented as rock-solid throughout the Gospels, but he became a solid rock in the days of the early church, as we learn in the book of Acts. By giving Simon a new name, Jesus introduced a change in character. For more on Simon Peter, see his Profile in Matthew 27. 

 

Notes for 1:46

Nazareth was despised by the Jews because a Roman army garrison was located there. Some have speculated that an aloof attitude or a poor reputation in morals and religion on the part of the people of Nazareth led to Nathanael's harsh comment. Nathanael's hometown was Cana, about four miles from Nazareth. 

 
 

1:46 When Nathanael heard that the Messiah was from Nazareth, he was surprised. Philip responded, "Come and see." Fortunately for Nathanael, he went to meet Jesus and became a disciple. If he had stuck to his prejudice without investigating further, he would have missed the Messiah! Don't let people's stereotypes about Christ cause them to miss his power and love. Invite them to come and see who Jesus really is. 

 

Notes for 1:47-49

Jesus knew about Nathanael before the two ever met. Jesus also knows what we are really like. An honest person will feel comfortable with the thought that Jesus knows him or her through and through. A dishonest person will feel uncomfortable. You can't pretend to be something you're not. God knows the real you and wants you to follow him. 

 

Notes for 1:51

This is a reference to Jacob's dream recorded in Genesis 28:12. As the unique God-man, Jesus would be the ladder between heaven and earth. Jesus is not saying that this would be a physical experience (that they would see the ladder with their eyes) like the transfiguration, but that they would have spiritual insight into Jesus' true nature and purpose for coming. 

From the Bible Knowledge Commentary:
1:40-41. Andrew, one of the two disciples who followed Jesus, was the first proclaimer of Jesus as the Messiah. In Hebrew, “Messiah” means “the anointed One,” which in Greek is translated Christ (ho Christos). The idea of “the anointed One” comes from the Old Testament practice of anointing priests and kings with oil. This was symbolic of the Spirit and pointed to the future One who would come (cf. Isa. 61:1). The title “Messiah” came to be used of the future Davidic King (cf. Matt. 1:1; John 6:15). In bringing his brother Simon Peter to Christ, no man did the church a greater service than Andrew. Andrew appeared two more times in John (6:4-9; 12:20-22); both times he was bringing someone to Jesus. The unnamed disciple is commonly held to be John the son of Zebedee, a brother of James and author of this Gospel. In Mark 1:16-20 two pairs of brothers (Simon and Andrew, James and John) who were fishermen were called by Jesus.

1:42. When Jesus... looked at Simon (cf. v. 47), He knew the man’s character and destiny. Jesus gave him the Aramaic name Cephas. Peter is the Greek translation of Cephas (“rock”). Simon’s name in Hebrew was probably Simeon (Gr. in Acts 15:14; 2 Peter 1:1; cf. niv marg.). No reason is given here for the change of his name from Simon to Cephas. The common understanding is that his name indicates what God by His grace would do through him. He would be a rock-like man in the church during its early years (cf. Matt. 16:18; Luke 22:31-32; John 21:15-19; Acts 2-5; 10-12).

b. Jesus’ call of Philip and Nathanael (1:43-51)
1:43-44. Though the first disciples were from Galilee, Jesus had called them in Judea where they were with the Baptist. On His way north to Galilee, He called Philip to be His disciple. Philip’s hometown of Bethsaida was on the northeast side of the Sea of Galilee (called “Bethsaida in Galilee” in 12:21). Also Andrew and Peter were born there. Politically, Bethsaida was in lower Gaulonitis in the territory of Herod Philip (Josephus The Antiquities of the Jews 18. 2. 1). Philip’s name is Greek but his nationality cannot be inferred from that fact.

1:45. Philip’s testimony to Nathanael stressed that Jesus is the Promised One of whom Moses (Deut. 18:18-19; cf. John 1:21, 25) and the prophets (Isa. 52:13-53:12; Dan. 7:13; Micah 5:2; Zech. 9:9) wrote. Surprisingly Philip called Jesus... the son of Joseph. But this is what the disciples would have believed at this time. Yet Nathanael would soon recognize that He is “the Son of God” (John 1:49).

1:46. Nathanael momentarily stumbled over the lowly origin of the Messiah. Nazareth! Can anything good come from there? Nathanael knew of the poor reputation of Nazareth. Surely the Messiah would come from Jerusalem, Hebron, or some other prominent city. Jesus’ condescension still remains a puzzle to many people. How can the Logos be a Man? Philip was wise enough not to argue, he gently invited his friend to meet Jesus: Come and see. He knew that Nathanael’s questions would then be resolved.

1:47. Jesus, having supernatural knowledge (cf. v. 42), called Nathanael... a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false (dolos, “deceitful”) unlike Jacob (cf. v. 51 with Gen. 28:12).

1:48. Nathanael was puzzled as to how Jesus knew about him. Jesus said He knew exactly what Nathanael was doing before Philip came up to him; he was under the fig tree. This expression often meant to have safety and leisure (cf. 1 Kings 4:25; Micah 4:4; Zech. 3:10). Perhaps here the fig tree was a place for meditation (cf. comments on John 1:50-51). Psalm 139 elaborates on the theme of God’s knowledge of a person’s life in every detail.

1:49. Jesus’ supernatural knowledge moved Nathanael to confess Him as the Son of God and the King of Israel. This does not mean that Nathanael at this early date fully understood the Trinity or the Incarnation. Rather He understood Jesus to be the Son of God in the messianic sense (cf. Ps. 2:6-7). This future Davidic King would have God’s Spirit on Him (Isa. 11:1-2) and thus would have supernatural knowledge.

1:50-51. Jesus promised Nathanael a greater basis for belief, probably referring to the miracles in chapters 2-13. From 1:48, 51 it can be inferred that Nathanael was meditating on Jacob’s life, particularly on the incident recorded in Genesis 28:12. Jacob saw the angels going up and down a ladder. But Nathanael would see... the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man. Just as Jacob saw angels from heaven communicating with earth, so Nathanael (and the others; though you is sing. in John 1:50, the you in v. 51 is pl.) would see Jesus as the divine Communication from heaven to earth. The Son of Man, replacing the ladder, is God’s link with earth (cf. Dan. 7:13; Matt. 26:64). Perhaps Jesus was also indicating that He is the new “Bethel,” God’s dwelling place (Gen. 28:17; John 1:14).

As the Son of Man, Jesus left heaven to come to the earth. Jesus used the term “Son of Man” of Himself more than 80 times. It speaks of His humanity and suffering and His work as “the ideal Man.” I tell you the truth (“Verily, verily,” kjv; lit., “Amen, Amen”) occurs 25 times in John and always calls attention to important affirmations: 1:51; 3:3, 5, 11; 5:19, 24-25; 6:26, 32, 47, 53; 8:34, 51, 58; 10:1, 7; 12:24; 13:16, 20-21, 38; 14:12; 16:20, 23; 21:18. Interestingly this double “Amen” does not occur in the Synoptic Gospels.

