How to be rich (Week 4)
Week of Jan. 30, 2011
Open
* 1. Over what did you and your siblings fight when you were growing up? 

* 2. How did your family regard possessions while you were growing up?

* 3. What did you learn on Sunday? What have you learned from this entire series? 

4. Besides money, what other resources are you responsible for?
 Dig in 
 Read Luke 12:13-21
* 5. What did the person in the crowd want Jesus to do? 

6. If you were Jesus, what would you tell him?

* 7. Against what did Jesus warn the crowd? Why? 

* 8. What happened in the parable Jesus taught?

* 9. What was the rich man’s dilemma? How did he solve it? How would you solve it?
10. How did the man view his possessions and good fortune?

* 11. What is the point of the parable?

* 12. With what parts of the parable can you identify? 

* 13. What parts of the parable make you uncomfortable? 

14. Does Jesus teach against financial planning and security? Defend your answer.

* 15. The obviously rich are not the only ones in danger of being fools. How do poor and middle-class people also face the same dangers?

 Apply
16. On what basis would you like your life to be judged? 

17. In what ways do we act as if we will live for many, many years? 

* 18. How is it possible to be rich toward God? 

* 19. What is one step you can take this week to become less dependent on your possessions? 

20. With which of your possessions do you want to be more generous? How can you?

* 21. How would you describe Jesus’ teaching on possessions and wealth? 

 

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Jesus tells the parable of the rich fool

(140) 

Notes for 12:13

Problems like this were often brought to rabbis for them to settle. Jesus' response, though not directly to the topic, is not a change of subject. Rather, Jesus is pointing to a higher issue — a correct attitude toward the accumulation of wealth. Life is more than material goods; far more important is our relationship with God. Jesus put his finger on this questioner's heart. When we bring problems to God in prayer, he often does the same — showing us how we need to change and grow in our attitude toward the problem. This answer is often not the one we were looking for, but it is more effective in helping us trace God's hand in our lives. 

 

Notes for 12:15

Jesus says that the good life has nothing to do with being wealthy, so be on guard against greed (desire for what we don't have). This is the exact opposite of what society usually says. Advertisers spend millions of dollars to entice us to think that if we buy more and more of their products, we will be happier, more fulfilled, more comfortable. How do you respond to the constant pressure to buy? Learn to tune out expensive enticements and concentrate instead on the truly good life — living in a relationship with God and doing his work. 

 

Notes for 12:16-21

The rich man in Jesus' story died before he could begin to use what was stored in his big barns. Planning for retirement — preparing for life before death — is wise, but neglecting life after death is disastrous. If you accumulate wealth only to enrich yourself, with no concern for helping others, you will enter eternity empty-handed. 

 

Notes for 12:18-20

Why do you save money? To retire? To buy more expensive cars or toys? To be secure? Jesus challenges us to think beyond earthbound goals and to use what we have been given for God's kingdom. Faith, service, and obedience are the way to become rich toward God. 

 

From the Bible Knowledge Commentary:
12:13-21. This passage explains Jesus’ teaching to guard against all kinds of greed. Someone wanted Jesus to instruct his brother to divide up the inheritance which was due him in an equitable way. Jesus’ point was that life does not consist in having many possessions. The disciples needed to learn the lesson that life is more important than material things. To explain this teaching Jesus told a parable about a rich man who continued to build bigger and bigger barns to store all his grain and... goods. His attitude was that he would have an easy life because he had everything he could possibly want or need. God’s response in the parable was that the man was foolish (You fool!) because when he died that night his goods would do nothing for him. They would simply pass on to someone else. Such a person is not rich toward God (cf. 1 Tim. 6:6-10; James 1:10). Luke returned to this subject in chapter 16.

From the Bible Background Commentary:
12:13. People often called upon rabbis to settle legal disputes. The eldest son would always receive double what any of the other sons would receive. The proportion of inheritance was thus fixed, and the plaintiff in this case has every legal right to receive his share of the inheritance.

12:14-15. Jesus’ answer would strike first-century hearers forcefully: the issue is not whether the plaintiff is legally in the right; the issue is that life, not possessions, is what matters. Even most peasants owned some property (a dwelling), so Jesus’ words strike at the very heart of human desire. Only a few Greek philosophers (e.g., Epictetus) uttered words about possessions that sounded as harsh as Jesus’ here.

12:16-18. Archaeologists have found large grain silos on farms where wealthy absentee landowners lived, such as in Sepphoris, one of the largest and most Hellenized Jewish cities in Galilee. The image in the parable here is that of a wealthy landowner, part of the extremely small leisured class (generally estimated at less than 1 percent), who need not labor in his own fields. Although many peasants may have taken pride in their labor and few could ever change their social status, the lifestyles of the rich and famous provided natural models for popular envy.

12:19. The Epicurean-like complacency of the man who would “eat, drink and be merry” probably refers to the analogous folly of well-to-do Jews in Isaiah 22:13-14. It was the best that mortal life itself could offer a person (Eccles. 2:24; Eccles. 3:12; Eccles. 5:18-19), but one needed also to consider God’s demands (Luke 11:7-Luke 12:14). Many other Jewish texts also criticize the self-sufficient person who thinks that he or she has it all and does not reckon with death (e.g., Sirach 11:18-19; Syriac Menander’s Sentences 368-76; Pseudo-Phocylides 109-10; 1 Enoch 97:8-10—see glossary entry for 1 Enoch).

12:20. The idea of leaving the fruit of one’s labors to others more worthy appears in the Old Testament wisdom tradition (e.g., Eccles. 2:18); the fear of leaving it to someone who would squander it is also common in ancient literature; the image of life being loaned to a person and required back at death would have likewise been familiar (Wisd. 15:8).

12:21. Jesus states that the sin is not how he gained his income but simply that he hoarded it rather than giving generously; the same emphasis appears in Proverbs.

