How good is good enough (1)
For week of Nov. 6, 2011
Open

* 1. How do most people think you get to heaven? Why?
* 2. How do you determine whether someone is a good person or bad person?

3. Why don’t more people turn to Jesus for salvation?

* 4. What did you learn on Sunday?

Dig in

Read Matthew 5:20
* 5. What do you think that sounded like to the people who originally heard it?

* 6. What point was Jesus making?

* 7. What is Jesus’ view on “good” people?

Read Luke 23:32-43

8. What happens in this passage?

* 9. What do you think the criminal in verse 39 was thinking?
* 10. Why do you think the other criminal (verses 40-42) responded differently?

11. What would the crowd expect Jesus to tell the second criminal?

* 12. What point is Jesus making with him?

* 13. Why didn’t both criminals seek mercy from Jesus?

* 14. What do we learn about salvation from both passages?

Apply

* 15. According to these passages, how is salvation offered?
16. Why do people so strongly believe otherwise?

* 17. What role do we have in salvation?

* 18. How will you respond to this truth?

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
MATTHEW 5:20

The Pharisees were exacting and scrupulous in their attempts to follow their laws. So how could Jesus reasonably call us to a greater righteousness than theirs? The Pharisees' weakness was that they were content to obey the laws outwardly without allowing God to change their hearts (or attitudes). Jesus was saying, therefore, that the quality of our goodness should be greater than that of the Pharisees. They looked pious, but they were far from the kingdom of God. God judges our hearts as well as our deeds, for it is in the heart that our real allegiance lies. Be just as concerned about your attitudes that people don't see as about your actions that are seen by all. 

 

5:20 Jesus was saying that his listeners needed a different kind of righteousness altogether (love and obedience), not just a more intense version of the Pharisees' righteousness (legal compliance). Our righteousness must (1) come from what God does in us, not what we can do by ourselves, (2) be God-centered, not self-centered, (3) be based on reverence for God, not approval from people, and (4) go beyond keeping the law to living by the principles behind the law. 

LUKE 23: 32-43

The place called the Skull, or Golgotha, was probably a hill outside Jerusalem along a main road. The Romans executed people publicly as examples to the people. 

 

23:32,33 When James and John asked Jesus for the places of honor next to him in his kingdom, he told them they didn't know what they were asking (Mark 10:35-39). Here, as Jesus was preparing to inaugurate his kingdom through his death, the places on his right and on his left were taken by dying men — criminals. As Jesus explained to his two position-conscious disciples, a person who wants to be close to Jesus must be prepared to suffer and die. The way to the kingdom is the way of the cross. 

 

Notes for 23:34

Jesus asked God to forgive the people who were putting him to death — Jewish leaders, Roman politicians and soldiers, bystanders — and God answered that prayer by opening up the way of salvation even to Jesus' murderers. The Roman centurion and soldiers who witnessed the crucifixion said, "Surely he was the Son of God" (Matthew 27:54). Soon many priests were converted to the Christian faith (Acts 6:7). Because we are all sinners, we all played a part in putting Jesus to death. The gospel — the Good News — is that God is gracious. He will forgive us and give us new life through his Son. 

 

23:34 Roman soldiers customarily divided up the clothing of executed criminals among themselves. When they cast lots for Jesus' clothes, they fulfilled the prophecy in Psalm 22:18. 

 

Notes for 23:38

This sign was meant to be ironic. A king, stripped and executed in public view, had obviously lost his kingdom forever. But Jesus, who turns the world's wisdom upside down, was just coming into his kingdom. His death and resurrection would strike the deathblow to Satan's rule and would establish Christ's eternal authority over the earth. Few people reading the sign that bleak afternoon understood its real meaning, but the sign was absolutely true. All was not lost. Jesus is King of the Jews — and the Gentiles, and the whole universe. 

 

Notes for 23:39-43

As this man was about to die, he turned to Christ for forgiveness, and Christ accepted him. This shows that our deeds don't save us — our faith in Christ does. It is never too late to turn to God. Even in his misery, Jesus had mercy on this criminal who decided to believe in him. Our lives will be much more useful and fulfilling if we turn to God early, but even those who repent at the very last moment will be with God in paradise. 

 

Notes for 23:42,43

The dying criminal had more faith than the rest of Jesus' followers put together. Although the disciples continued to love Jesus, their hopes for the kingdom were shattered. Most of them had gone into hiding. As one of his followers sadly said two days later, "We had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel" (Luke 24:21). By contrast, the criminal looked at the man who was dying next to him and said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." By all appearances, the kingdom was finished. How awe-inspiring is the faith of this man who alone saw beyond the present shame to the coming glory! 

 

