“HOW YOUR LIFE CAN IMPACT OTHERS”
SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS

OPENING:

1.  Who had a positive impact on your life when you were young(er)?  What need did they meet in your life at the time?

2.  Last Sunday the sermon mentioned Abraham Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, commonly displayed in a triangular chart below.  (Though the Bible describes a much broader and more in-depth description of the human condition, this chart does address some of the basic needs of people.)
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Using this chart, what would you say is the greatest need in our community?  What about your circle of friends?  In your own life?
Scripture Application:  *In the message the key verse was from Colossians 3:14.  What is it that ‘ties everything completely together?’  
Let’s focus on this verse in context of the first part Colossians 3

1.  Colossians 3:1-4   Paul the author encourages us to set our hearts and minds on something.  What is it?  Why is this so important in our ability to have an impact on others?

*Why should believers look forward to Christ’s return? (3:4) This is the foundation of our faith. Because of this hope Paul tells Christians that their behavior must be radically different.
2.  Colossians 3:5-9   What must die?  Why would Paul have such a detailed list?  Why is it so important that Christians live a life different morally than the rest of the world?
3.  Colossians 3:10-11   As Christians become more like Jesus, one in Christ, what becomes less important according to v. 11?  How does New Life seek to live this out in your opinion?
4.  Colossians 3:12-13  What virtues does God seek to plant in us? (3:12, 14) 

5.  Why did Paul call on the believers to be peaceful and thankful? (3:15-16) 

6.  What should we do? How? (3:17) 

7.  What is one principle that ought to guide everything we do? (3:17) 

As New Life Church moves ahead with a new facility, New Lifers to prepare for a whole new group of people who will be drawn to our church and need to be loved.  As we are building a facility we need to prepare our hearts and minds to love like Jesus.  So here are some closing questions as we focus over the next 12 months on our spiritual maturity.
· If you consistently set your sights on Christ and heaven, how would your life be different? 

· How should life in Christ affect the way you treat others?  Treat those far from God?
· What area of the ‘old life’ (8-9) do you need to remove from your life?
· Why is a thankful attitude so important to living a holy life?  
· On gratitude, how does your personal preference on singing align with what Paul says  about this practice as a form of being grateful? (16)
· Which of God’s goals for holy living do you need to apply to your life this week? 

· The message offered many ‘possibilities’ on how to help people far from God in practical ways.   Share some of the actions you are going to take to help others.
