Five easy steps to wreck your life #2
Week of March 6, 2011
Open
* 1. Describe a time when you were physically lost. What did it feel like? How did you find your way back to the right path or road or area?

* 2. Think of a time you felt particularly close to Christ. What was the cause?

* 3. What did you learn on Sunday?

4. Is your faith more at risk of attack or neglect? Explain.

* 5. What misconceptions to non-Christians have about Christianity?

 Dig in 
Read Matthew 13:1-23
* 6. What’s the theme of this passage?

7. What type of places did the seed fall?

8. Which seed ended up sprouting and bearing fruit? Why?

* 9. To whom did Jesus direct his teaching (verse 9)?

* 10. Why did Jesus say the disciples were blessed?

* 11. What kind of person – in our culture – is like the seed on the path? The rocky soil? The seed among the thorns?

* 12. Of whom is the fruitful seed a picture? How?

 Apply
13. How are you involved in “sowing the seed” of the good news?
* 14. What kind of soil are you now?

* 15. What can you do to improve the soil of your life?

16. What would make your more effective in sowing the seeds of the spirit of Christ over the next month? What is your next step?

* 17. Which of five areas – neglecting time with God, blaming God, hanging around bad influences, loving the world more than God, faking it – are you most vulnerable? Knowing that, how can God help you?
Closing
· Pray for group members to be strong. Find specific areas in which members can commit to grow.

· Also, pray for New Life’s leadership and our building campaign.

· Pray for people who are new at New Life and for those who will be coming in the next months – taking time to think about who each person can invite.
Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Chapter 13

Jesus tells the parable of the four soils

( - Mark 4:1-9; Luke 8:4-8) 

Notes for 13:2,3

Jesus used many illustrations, or parables, when speaking to the crowds. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar. It helps us understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Parables compel listeners to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear. We must be careful not to read too much into parables, forcing them to say what they don't mean. All parables have one meaning unless otherwise specified by Jesus. 

 

Notes for 13:8

This parable should encourage spiritual "sowers" — those who teach, preach, and lead others. The farmer sowed good seed, but not all the seed sprouted, and even the plants that grew had varying yields. Don't be discouraged if you do not always see results as you faithfully teach the Word. Belief cannot be forced to follow a mathematical formula (i.e., a Mat 4:1 ratio of seeds planted to seeds sprouted). Rather, it is a miracle of God's Holy Spirit as he uses your words to lead others to him. 

 

Notes for 13:9

Human ears hear many sounds, but there is a deeper kind of listening that results in spiritual understanding. If you honestly seek God's will, you have spiritual hearing, and these parables will give you new perspectives. 

 

Jesus explains the parable of the four soils

( - Mark 4:10-25; Luke 8:9-18) 

Notes for 13:10

When speaking in parables, Jesus was not hiding truth from sincere seekers, because those who were receptive to spiritual truth understood the illustrations. To others they were only stories without meaning. This allowed Jesus to give spiritual food to those who hungered for it while preventing his enemies from trapping him sooner than they might otherwise have done. 

 

Notes for 13:12

This phrase means that we are responsible to use well what we have. When people reject Jesus, their hardness of heart drives away or renders useless even the little understanding they had. 

 

Notes for 13:22

How easy it is to agree with Christ with no intention of obeying. It is easy to denounce worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth, and still do nothing to change our ways. In light of eternal life with God, are your present worries justified? If you had everything you could want but forfeited eternal life with God, would those things be so desirable? 

 

Notes for 13:23

The four types of soil represent different responses to God's message. People respond differently because they are in different states of readiness. Some are hardened, others are shallow, others are contaminated by distracting worries, and some are receptive. How has God's Word taken root in your life? What kind of soil are you? 

From Bible Background Commentary:
The Sower, the Seed and the Soils
Rabbis commonly taught in parables, sermon illustrations to communicate their main point or points. This Palestinian Jewish teaching form appears in the New Testament only in the teaching of Jesus, and thus cannot be attributed to composition by the later church outside Jewish Palestine.

Most of the Roman Empire’s inhabitants were rural peasant farmers or herders. The literate elite often ignored this large population, but Jesus’ illustrations show that he ministered frequently among this class. Although Galilee was heavily populated with villages and boasted two major cities (Sepphoris and Tiberias), most of its inhabitants were rural, agrarian peasants.

13:1-2. Jesus gets in the boat for the purpose of relieving the overcrowding, but this would also make him easier to hear; a speaker to a crowd on shore would produce an ideal acoustic situation.

13:3-4. Seed was often (though not always) sown before the ground was plowed; it thus commonly befell any of the fates reported here. A farmer could either cast the seed by hand, as probably here, or let it trickle from holes in a sack carried by an animal. The “path” or “road” is one of the many footpaths through the field.

13:5-6. Much of the land in Palestine has only a thin layer of soil over rock; if the sower had not plowed first, he would not be aware that he wasted seed on this soil until after the fact.

13:7. These thistles were probably unseen, too; instead of having been pulled out, they may have just been cut or burned, leaving roots from which thistles could grow with the seed to choke it out.

13:8. Thirtyfold, sixtyfold and a hundredfold are tremendously good harvests from Galilean soil. The Jordan Valley normally yielded between ten- and a hundredfold, so a hundredfold need not be a miraculous harvest (Genesis 26:12; cf. Amos 9:13). But for much of Palestine, the average yield was tenfold (meaning that 10 seeds were harvested for every seed sown), and all the figures Jesus reports here are very good yields.

13:9. Disciples learned especially by carefully listening to their teachers.

 

The Sower Explained: Understanding the Word
That some members of the community of disciples would not persevere fits Old Testament models; in the Old Testament, some persons, like Saul, turned away from obedience to God, whereas others, like David, persevered through many trials.

13:10. Disciples asked their teacher questions till they understood what he meant.

13:11-13. Parables were meant to explain a rabbi’s point by illustrating it; however, if the point were not stated, the parable would amount to no more than a story. Rabbis had some more secretive teachings that they thought only their closest disciples could handle, and they reserved these for private instruction. The meaning of Jesus’ parables, then, would be understood only by those who chose to become insiders.

13:14-15. The people in Jesus’ day were like the people in Isaiah’s day who heard the word but could not really hear and repent (Isaiah 6:9-10).

13:16-17. Some Jewish texts describe how the righteous in the Old Testament longed to see the era of messianic redemption and a fuller revelation of God. Making a statement about someone (here, Jesus) by blessing someone else (here, those who saw him in contrast to the blind of Matthew 13:15) was an accepted rhetorical technique of the day.

13:18-23. Outsiders chose what they would do with the word when it came to them. Rabbis sometimes said that one would be consumed with either the law or with the cares of this world (Matthew 18:22).

 

