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For week of Oct. 31, 2010
Open It

*Remember Peanuts?  Who wrote letters to the Great Pumpkin?  What was the result?

What is the best answer to prayer you ever received? 

What idea might someone have about God if they are living a life consumed with fear?

What did you learn about dealing with fear from the message on Sunday?

Do you remember the three main points? (Hint: BOO)
Explore It

Read Matthew 7:7-12

What did Jesus say will happen if we bring our requests to Him?
What happens when we seek in Christ’s name? 

*According to Jesus, what is the result for those who "knock" on God’s door? 

How do loving parents respond to a child’s request for bread or fish? What point is Jesus making?
*What is true about the character of even the best human parent according to verse 11? 

What is the likelihood of God giving His praying children what they need? 

How are we to treat others? Is that reasonable? 

In what specific situations are we to follow the Golden Rule? 

Why is the command to treat others as you want to be treated so significant? 

Get It

*What do you tend to pray about? 

*For what are you reluctant to pray? Why?

What motivates you to want to provide for your children? 

If earthly parents generally attempt to care for their children, what can you conclude about God? 

When is it hardest for you to treat others with kindness and respect? 

*What request will you bring to God every day this week? 

To what relationship do you most need to apply the Golden Rule this week? 

Background
From Life Application Study Notes:

Jesus teaches about asking, seeking, knocking

(64) 

Notes for 7:7,8

Jesus tells us to persist in pursuing God. People often give up after a few halfhearted efforts and conclude that God cannot be found. But knowing God takes faith, focus, and follow-through, and Jesus assures us that we will be rewarded. Don't give up in your efforts to seek God. Continue to ask him for more knowledge, patience, wisdom, love, and understanding. He will give them to you. 

 

Notes for 7:9,10

The child in Jesus' example asked his father for bread and fish — good and necessary items. If the child had asked for a poisonous snake, would the wise father have granted his request? Sometimes God knows we are praying for "snakes" and does not give us what we ask for, even though we persist in our prayers. As we learn to know God better as a loving Father, we learn to ask for what is good for us, and then he grants it. 

 

Notes for 7:11

Christ is showing us the heart of God the Father. God is not selfish, begrudging, or stingy, and we don't have to beg or grovel as we come with our requests. He is a loving Father who understands, cares, and comforts. If humans can be kind, imagine how kind God, the Creator of kindness, can be. 

 

7:11 Jesus used the expression "If you, then, though you are evil" to contrast sinful and fallible human beings with the holy and perfect God. 

 

Notes for 7:12

This is commonly known as the Golden Rule. In many religions it is stated negatively: "Don't do to others what you don't want done to you." By stating it positively, Jesus made it more significant. It is not very hard to refrain from harming others; it is much more difficult to take the initiative in doing something good for them. The Golden Rule as Jesus formulated it is the foundation of active goodness and mercy — the kind of love God shows to us every day. Think of a good and merciful action you can take today. 

 

From the Bible Background Commentary:

Matthew 7:6-12
Imitating God’s Gifts
7:6. Pigs and dogs were considered unclean animals (Proverbs 26:11; 2 Peter 2:22), which had no appreciation for valuable things (Proverbs 11:22). Pigs typically ate the vilest foods, and dogs were scavengers, consuming even human blood. Stray dogs were known to growl at those who tossed them food as well as those who ignored them. The image would thus be forceful and beyond dispute for ancient hearers.

The question is what the verse means in the context. Perhaps it means not correcting (cf. Matthew 7:1-5) those who would not listen (cf. Proverbs 23:9). Perhaps it means giving only to those who want what one offers, as God does (Matthew 7:7-11); in this case the text returns to the idea of giving and of reciprocity in Matthew 7:12.

7:7-8. The boldness with which this text promises answers to prayer is quite rare in ancient literature.

7:9-11. Jesus adapts a standard Jewish argument here called qal vahomer: arguing from the lesser to the greater (if the lesser is true, how much more the greater). Fish and bread were basic staples, integral to the diet of most of Jesus’ hearers; they do not stand for the fineries of the wealthy.

7:12. That one should not do to others what one would not wish done to oneself was a common teaching; it occurred in the Jewish book of Tobit, in the teaching of the early Jewish teacher Hillel and in Greek sources as well.


